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Tothe Right Hono- 
rable Lady, Elizabeth, _ 
Countelle of South gon 
. .- hampton. 


to bee ever (more. 
= 1 then honoured 2 As 
ded ſome teſtimony of 
my dutifull remembrance, to anſwere 
by humblethankfolefſe}, what allo” - 
ther meanes vtterly diſ-able me of,- 
ſome part of ſuch your eſpeciall open 
handed gracesreceiued ;I offer you a __ 
wanſlated Apologie of womens faire 
yertues, wrigten in French bya Lord 
of great reckoning, giuen by him to a 
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_ -veryhonorable Dutcheſſe:fince,tranſ- 


lated by a fellow and friend of myne 
nowabſent, who gaue me trult ro fee 


_ itſhould nor wander in the world va- 


* tunes honored, 


- 


, «Away a4Y rr eo om 4 c moe a, - 


regarded, or depriued of that beati 
tude which makes bookes reſpected, 


Whereto animated beſide by diuers 
my good friends :I haue(noble Lady) 
the rather thus preſumed. If eyther 
then for the ſubic&, my ſelfe, or my 
friendes ſake , it may ſceme any way 
picaſing to you :the French Lord ne- 


uer thought his labourhalfe ſo graced » | 


asI will. continually confeſſe our for 


Your Honours exer obliged, 


AnTwony G1B$SON. | 


To 


IE 


Bn 
3 + 
b # 
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| Thoſeformes might flow ,compoſd in arich Gaines: - 


[ # hat ſucks the ſeau'n-foldflewer of art )exprefſe 


ED DE EA 
To the Right Honoura- 


ble the Counteſle of 
 Soltth-hampton, 


He lowe (mo#t honor d Lady )that I owe 
To your "gy bertwes, cannot be confin'd 
In words or phraſes : noy caw paper ſhewe 
The obied-lefſe endenours of my mind, 
How then ſhall zy(though the purest ſpirit, 


The genuine glories of your Angell-merit, 

Which ſhine the more, in that you mate.them eſſe ? 
Now could I wiſh, I had a plenteous braine; 

That thence( at from Inuention: cleareft floud ) 


That crowne your nebleſſe,andenrich your bloul. 
T he would my z.eale breake forth like mornmg: fier 


That now tyes ſpent in ſparkes of my defer, 
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Tothe worthy Laahes,. 
and vertuous Maydes of 
Honor,to her royal Maieſty:Miſtrefle 
eAne Ruſſell, Miſtreſle Margaret 
Raccliffe, Miſtreſle Mary 


Futen and the 
4 elt;&c, 


RAS woos Ladies, 
FP Coe Hard Right Ho- 
FAN 4 norable. Maides, 
| SAEE =Jattendingonthe 
y vertuous Ladye and 
Maide inthe world: the du- 
| t-0us affedtion I beare Yeey 
; aud the ynualuable reſpected 


graces received from you (e+ 
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The Epiſtle 

uerally , is the onlie aduo- 
cate muſt plead for my pre- 
{ent boldneſſe ; what he can 
lay for mee, is but. returne 
__ of humble thankefulneſle ; 
 waat hee expectes from you, 
1s but excuſe from preſump- 
_ tion and fauourable accep- 
eaiince : both which meet- 
127 1} NO miſinterpretec 
coltruction,youshalremaine 
for euer honored , &I1n my 

ſute rizhe fully latiſfhed. 
 Afﬀriend 8& fellow ſeruant 
with me to her Maieſty ha- 
ung leftin truſt with me this 


litle treatiſe,being a Para doxe 
pow: 


| 
5 A 
x 
4, 44 
Moc + 
Be 
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. D '3 dicat ory 


Apologicall of womens yer- 
tues, written in- French. by 
! an honorable perſon, and 
| Dedicated by lum toawor- 
thy Dutcheſle: knowing my 
trendes intent-to ſute with 
mine, that on you ( rather 
{ then any other) the ſame 
| Should be beſtowed, as only 
true Ideas of vertue,and glo- 
ries of-your ſexe : [n his ab- 
ſence, (though yet in his 
harts meaning[ know)! offer 
both his good will and mine 
thus toyntly to:zether., 
If you gite it but good 

| lbokes;it is allI deſire, but: 
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Epiſiie Dedjcatorie. 


_ if 3t may gayne! your very 
leaſtgood word, his. labour } 
_ and my loue are moſthizh- 
by an{vered. Inwhich hope ; 
(as:to: hope otherwiſe'from | 
fo true ſpirits, were well wor- | 
thy reproofe:)Ihumbly com- | 
mut this tranſlation to your 
fauourable peruſing, and my 
very. vitermoſt trauailes: to. 
beat your commaunding, 


Yours cuer moſt deuoted; | 


| ANTHONY G1B5ON. 


b, 5 


The more macepe arrearedge every day, 


That all my thoughts,Snto the debt mud? runne, 
Tet 15 there more remaining Gnto you, 


To the Honorable © 
Miſtreſle Anne Rullell. 


Aa) to whom wry true denoted lout, 
Hath been engadgd,in more then wit can p47, 
IT hich to diſcharge,the more [iill hawe (froue, 


So much from me Guts your ſelfe 3 due, 


And as theſe croſl, ſo others are begun. 
Deareſt of deareſ} : take m rhankefull part, 
T his [acrifice,w hich may my will approoue: 
Vppon the Auiter of 4 faithfull heart, 
Conſumed in the flames of 2,cale and lowe, 

True honourable Virgim,euer line, 

In all that arte,that 11me, that ſame can grue, 
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Tothe Honourable 


Miſtreſſe Ma rgaret. 
Ratcliffe, 


FO you(deare Nimph) whoſe wet and forme,enflames 
A world of ſp1rits,with wonder fart graces, 

hat (im their flrength )purſew n2 higher amey, 

hen how to prue your bounties 9=at places, 
heere am bolde,to make extent Th. 9 
hough not of power. Pardon my fir ; 

goe tem fo the Muſes bill : . 

But [ m. ay liue,to drinke there,at Mid-day . 

) then : mry ſoule ſhall flow through my cleare Gainers, 
nd (taking light from your bright Gertues ſpheare ) 

Pay richer duties, im farre-ſweeter frames, 

Tun'd to your worth,and ſet to care, 


Had [ a Spencers/irir, 4 Daniels powers: 
Th'extratied qumieſſence were only. young. 
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To the Honorable 
Miſtreſle Fitter. 


TJ Hor teft imronie of my true hearts zeale, 
Faire,aud ( for ener honord )vertuous maide: 
To your kinde f auour hambly deoth appeale, | 
That m conftruttion nothing be miſ-ſaide, 
T hofe fierre fperits of begh temperd wit, 
That drinhe the dewe of h:auen continually : 
T hey could hawe graced you with termes more fit, 
Then can my lowlze, popre, weake mgente. 
Let not my lowe( yet )ſhiphtly paſſe reſped?, 
Dewordd onely to your excellence : 
Winke woorthy Virgin at my lines defeds, 
Let will extenuate what ere offence, 
It is no bountie that is giuen from flore, 
Whe gines bis hart ,what gift can he grue more? 
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TEE 
[SR 
To all the Hmmrabls 


Ladies, and Gentlewo- 
mcnof England, 


IJ d;) N fe 1deas 0 al 
A [| vertues , ) I haue fo 
] many times admired 
== your rare perfeRti« 
=== ons, brought from 
the Theater ofthe very beſt aſſemblies 
thorow, Europe : that hauing com- 
| batedwith mine owne naturall affec- 
tions, which till then had no matter of 
maruaile offered them ; of nececfi 
 nowmult needes ( by right conſeſle ) 
that you are the onely wonders of 
time andeternity. AndthatI am not 
miſſe-led heerein , Mercuriuis T ri 
megifturſtands foorth in your cauſe, 
w thus defends yee againſt al your 
enemies... 


 - Mota... 
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T be Epiſtle 


ef ſoule encloſed within a body, pure. || 
by celeſtiall, where the notes of Whatſoencr | 
deſanullng,are not tobe diſcerned, ba} . 
cauſe their period can alter no part ofa 
rrue nature: For no Way are her ordinary | 
fun&1ons weakned but onely in ſtrength || 
ning the vertue of the minde.So that ſhe 
$510 Way to bee difſolued , but may well Þ 
chaunge intoa forme more conuenable, 
and agreeing with the quality of her Dee 
We | 


Ladies, you are ſuch as Suppho dee | 
ſcribes ye to be, 


With-child of Honor ich in all good grace, 
Splendant m vertue which them both [urpaſſe, 
A prercing eye,and carried with ſuch ffate: 

As the worlds Torch may light it ſelfe therean, 
Enxen as Apollofrom Auroracs lookes, 

Guides all this goodly rounde,5 darkeft nookes, 


Ando giue you certaine afſurance, 

that ſuch 1s mine opinion, I haue 
roughly hewen.out this diſcourſe, ex» 
tracted from the yertues of your ſexe : 
@ 


Tothe Ladies; 
tothe end, that by the hiſtories of mac 


ny women, euery man whatſocuer 
| may perfectly perceyue, that the gifts 
| and graces of women are infinite,and 
| wherethey can alleadge any doubt in 
|| the religion of your delertes; being 
| heerein reſolued, you may remaine fo 
| muchthe moreadmired. 


I might callita Paradoxe, becauſe 
ſome men ( vainely tranſported ) no 


| doubt will. tearme it ſo : Notwith= 


ſanding, I holde ir for atruth, and 
will defend itagainſt all ſortes ofmen,. 
letthem be of what metrall ſocuer; 
being fully perſwaded , that if I had 
no other argument for proofe of my 
ſayings,thenthe very meere ſubie& of 
your choyle perfcions : 1 ſhould fi- 
niſh my deſſeignes with no meane 
honour , and make them perfete 
beyonde all other humaine enter- 
priſes, 

Receiue then this 2adge of mine 


| humble duty, or rather of the yertue 
of your owne deſeruings ; and I ſhall 


binde 


The Epiſth . 
binde all myhablility' to a further im- 
; 


ployment , eyther of enlarging this, 
orany thing elſe wherein I may doe? 
you ſervice, 


Yours in all duety, 


Anonimur. 


To 


To the Reader, 


> Reind, or foe, Icare 
F325 not whether, I of- 

(| fer thee this Trea- 
&*\ tiſe of truth, which 
To! may ſtand more in 
a—=29 doubt of cnuy, then 
cenſure : Notwithſtanding I will take 
all in goodpart from thee, euen till 
thou haſt runthy mallice out of breath: 
 yetthis ſhall bee the honour of my 
paines, thatthou can(t notrancke me 


among common ſpirits , for I haue 


b wy 1 / I 4: p % 2 
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borowed nothing of any, who haue 


writ on this ſubie&; well deſeruing to 
be ſung in a higher key, then my di{a- 


bled voice either hath , or cau reach 
We 5. 
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 Tothe Reader. 
Yetthis is a comfort ro mee, that 
though as ſcant fledge it flyes thus 
from me, ſome royall Birde may pro» 
tect her from greedie Cormorantes, 
and defend it vader the ſhaddowe of 
her wings: for I will alwayes buy 
theabatement of mine owne 
honor, with theriche price 
_ of womens truc 
gloric. 
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go. rom what Aralliweor this 


little labour receiued bis 


originall, 


e/Ehanus. 
e/E[chilus. 
e/Aſchiner. 

eA naxa 14 OYAS,. 
eAnacreen, 
eAlcmeon, 
"F-1 nuaAc ha eſis " 
eAntimachus, 
eAppolonius. 
eAriſtotles 
Ariſtophanes, 
S. Auguſtine. 
eAr Cc . 26th ae fo 


Be Tuerroese 


eAnuicen, 
B iblia ſacr A, | 
S.Bernard- 


; Bandello, 


Boccace, 
Dx Bartas, . 


Boiſteau de Lan 
84s | 


'f Cornelius T acituts 


= oe eo w—W > — 


Clearchus. 
Cicero. 


1 Creſias: 


Diogenes Laertins, 

Demoſthenes. 

Dioniſins Miuleſi= 
anni, 


| Ennins. 

] Empedocles. 

| Fredericke d Afte. 

| Galen. * 

1 Guicchiardine, 
Herodotus. 


Heſiodns. 


; Hippocrates. : 
4 Homer a 


Hortenſins. 

Hocrates. 

| Tebiobaldns of Core 
fue, 


Þ Licras. 


PSIEE, 
Lye oft =T . 
CH axethon. 
AAartiall. 
AMercurins Triſ- | 
megiſtus.. Fe, 
JAenander. + 
Ademnon Epbeſ: 
LAuſenus, 


cholat. 

Orzen. 

Or phens . 

Onuid. 

Þ apinian, 
- Plato.: 
 Pindarus.. 

Plutarch, 


Nicholas de Ni- | 


| 


| 


| 
T T hales. 


- Authors names: - 


| 


| Prthagores. 


The  Plizies 


Pp 0 ſridenins. 


I P; Oper tins, 
q Raſi 1s Arab. 


Socrateie 


1 Sreſichorus, 


Sap ho. 


Sfp. 


Sanatar 'Neape 
Trmans Scicullias 


PVT, . 


| Torquete T af10, 
17 T beop hraſt ute 


Uego. | 
Ungillius. 
I 4 gi 


A VV omans woorth, 
defended again all che 


men in the worlde. 


Fax (according to Anaxago- 

Pg 745 ) the body of Nature is 
7 V5 heauen, and the influence 
(FS) thereof her ſoule : euenſo, 
fa woman is the heauen of 


tues. That it mult needes be ſo , the 
auncient Philoſophers, as well morall 
as naturall the ſpeculatiue Aſtrono- 
mers, Poets, the interpreters of holye 
things, and maiſters of the beſt ap- 
prooued manners, chimerique Pain= 
ters, and namely : he profefſours of di- 
- | uinitie , doo conſent and maintsine : 

 thatthefaireſt ſciences, the raref? vor 


© The defence 


eues, the inimitable graces, ought to 
berepreſentedin the forme and figure 
_ofxwomen, as itmay be ſcene in Heſz- 
oa1s,who ſpeakerh thus. 


 FarreVertmes face, with howvie honored, 
Zookgs bhs a field in Aprill diapred. 


| Or as the difference of enammetd flowery, 


Wh anaturesdaughter forth m pittce powers, 
_ - Jnlikemaner,theformall vnderſtan- 
-ding of things that are, or may be, is || 
Genified to vs by the feminine vertue, || . 
wherof Raſis Arabe'thusdiſcourſeth, | , 
As Eleborus., of one. and the'(clfe | | 
fame ſubſtance brings foorth diuers 
efieRs for the heads diſeaſes : Euen ſo 
a woman' qualifies divers manner of 
tempeſts , which wandring througha 
mans braines,do weaken his ſtronger 
-powers,vntill this lawfuill andnaturall 
medicine be therto applyed., 7 w4us 
_ the Scicillianreporteth, that the Lions 
of Lybia looſe their force and furie, if 
they haue neuer ſo little ſight ofa mai- 
denseycs . And Bandello witneſleth-to 
Ys 


[_ _— 


{ Sy op oy gig 


of womens verfues. 

vs in-his hiftorics, that a Lord of Scans 
d:a,beingiby nature dull and blockiſhy 
at the very; firſt Gight,ahd. regarde of a 
Lady of Vicenſa , became diſcreetlie 
wiſe and -well gouerned., Reaſon it 
ſcIfe (according to Homer)is figuredts 

vs by the perſon of Minerna,who flew 
out armed from the brainesof [prey s 
and Bacchus , that is the angrie heenl- 

| tic ,beeing! painted inthe forme of a 
| man,hadno other birthe then fromhis 
| thigh. Wherupon, Ariffophanes the co» 
micallPoetof the Athenians,thought 
good to ſet downe this deſcription, 


FVertue m man dooth not abide, 

She's waſht away wnh faries tyde, 

But in faire women kinde ſhe reſts, 
For mildenes harbaursm their brefts, 
And did not women make men wiſe : 
How many harmes would them ſurprexe? 


Ariſtotle, that profound Occean of 
Philoſophie,andſecond author of Nas» 
ture,acknowledged ſo much of wo« 
mens merits : that he ſacriftced(asit 
had bin to the gods)a million of times 
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The defence 
tohis beautifull Hermia, according to 
the report of Origen, ' and this which | 
the Siracuſane Poet ſayeth : 2 i 


No preater loue did Ariſtotle beavre 

To Thebane Hermia b# ſow/es ſomerargneſſe: 
But farre beyond that lowe( if morethere were) 
 Holde I to Tyna my faire Sheepheardeſſe, 


- Dinine Plato,of whom Saint Aug Þ 
finethatEagle ofthe Doors, deliue« 
reth a moſt {inguler teſtimonie : ſo 
_ highlye commended the vertues of | 
Archaneſſa, as he not onely ſeruedher 
like a flaue , but compoſed divers | 
himnesin praiſe of her,comparing her 
qualities to be celeſtiall and ſuperna- 
turall, as Diogenes Laertins truely re- 
cordeth. Whatſhall I ſay of Socrates, 
the ornament of men, the ground of þ 
Oracles, glorie of the Greekes , ſplen- 
donre of the Athenians , and flood of | 
divine pluralities? did he not defire to | 
make all poſterities know, that man is 
fomwhat lefle then a woman? yea,and 
mat in ſound earneſt, whecothe great 
{cane 
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: of womens vertues. 3 
ſcandale'of  beleeuing 'them: of his 
own kind, in contempt of the critique 
Philoſophers , ouerthrowe of the pre- 


{ ſumptuous, debafing the Athenians, 


and contrary to the opinion of all the 


| Greekes:he preferred one onely Aſpa- 
| fa (as Clarchurreciteth)beforea mil- 


lion of men, for her knowledge in all 
kinde of learning, and deepe kill, not 


| onely in- thoſe things that beſt might 


ſerue,but enriching beſide all humaine 
ſocietie, © 


| | - The meruaile of Cos , Hippocrates 


hath taught vs , that the moſt perfect 
bodyes are thoſe , which haue lIcfſe 


| heate thenmoiſture. Whereupon, the 


great ſonne of kings, Prince of Arabia, 
threerimes together reprooued Galey,, 
who held, that heate is cheefeſt in the. 
building of all things, as maintaining, 
that moyſture is onely fomented and 


ſeaſoned by the heate. Diuine Homer 


likewiſe inſtructs vs, that the eftate of 
all things is drawne from the Occean, 
and that it is the cheefeſt of the ele« 

B 3 ments; 


The d efence'; \*; 


ments * wherein the Cittizen 6f AMils 
Jet Thales doath ſecond him ,and likes 
wiſe Pmdarus in this Ode, -. 


T he Sea aboue all elements, 
Hath the cheefeſt ornaments. 

' Emen as go/de dprth luſtre bright, * 
Like to 4 ſacred flame might, 
And ſhines mere faire then all mettallt, ' 
Diſperſea im the mmeraliey.. |; 


Now. as women are much moe 
mo)'ſte then men, ſoin like manner 
may we diſcerneinthetn;that frenzies 
and furiouſnes-is not ſo familiar with 
 themasmen: inregarde they will ne- 
uerrunne madde for loue , or any o« 
ther worldly defire « Whereas men 
from time to time,make themſclues as 
in a publique Theater, the ſubic&, of 
very tragical] follies , ſuch as the like 
can ſcant be imagined, yet cuſtoma- 
blie vied in afſemblie of their friends, 
agreeing with the. oppinion of the 
Poct eAunmachus. 
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TheCadmeane cirtie brought faorth crueltie, 


T hoſe Germaime twinrpale Death and Enme : 
| Which more inhyumaine then an angrie Beare, - 
| Depriuing life,leaues yet a world of feare. 


will ph ginby fare affaires toap-: 
leadging thereto \ufficient ' 
witneſſes , that the vertue feminine” 


prooue , a 


hath-bin ofgreater efficacie then men, 


not onely in this ſubiet but any other: 
whatſoecuer,eſpecially the matter heer* 
alleaged : for it confiſteth much more: 
of debating caſes , and the facultie 
imaginatiue, which indeed- are the 


happieſt funions of the ſoule, then 


any other defſeignes that we can deale: 


withall, And ſo dooth Xenophon teltt- 


fe, that the partie which 1s apte for 


the managing of publique occaſions, 


 whereon many weltares conſiſt ; euen 
infinite as it were:is endued with ſome: 


perticuler. gifc of nature ; or bleſſed 


from the heauens beyond many other,” 
All the great Monarchies were inſti- 
tured by the councell of women. $bj. 


ebca Silter to Nimrod, enſtrutedhim 
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The defence 


in the courſe of gouernement, accor« 
ding as Manethonreporteth . Preſigi- 
theg a Sheepheardefle did the like to 
Cyrus, Dyas firſt founded the com» 
mon wealth of Carthage , Semiramis 
reſcrued the Empire to her Sonne, al- 
| beit hee was thereof vncapable: and 
 Faunabrought together the people of 
Italie diſperſed heere and there,before 
ſhe went to Caſ5ins in Caſima , for 
agrecing of the one with the other; as 
it is recorded incertaine fragments of 
the Poet Enmus. 


Fauna the Geddeſſe Veſtacs woman preeff, 

| Firſt taught the Latines conell gowernements 
| Ind whe in field: they wandred where they lift 

She brought chem imto Citties regiment. 


T omyris Queene of the Scithians; 
appointing to them the lawes of A- 
racharſir the - Philoſopher : aſlured 
themto be more holyand better then 
thoſe of the Athenians. She reſtored 
her Empire, being halfe bruſed by the 
Souldiours of Ariartſanes the Cap- 

, taine, 


of womens vertues. 5 


\ | taine,and thedeath ofher own Sonne, 
, | whoſufferedhimſelfetobe fondly ur- 
{ prized, and afterward cruelly flaine : 
notwithſtanding, ſhe valiantly trium- 
- phed ouer Cyrus, the yniuerſall Mo» _ 
narche of the Eaſt, _ 

Penthefilea knowing that it would 
be hard to ſquander the Greckes in 
Helleſpont, by reaſon of their multi- 
tude, beeing well neere numberleſle : 
attended them on the frontiers of Mi- 
1a,and there ouerthrew Zippoclus,cone 
ducter of the back bandes of all the 
Grecian people . Hippolita diflipated 
the troupesof great T heſeus,dilmoun- 
ting himſelfe in the fight, yet after-= 
ward (on-meere grace) made him her. 
husband. . 

The Sacuſan women were caule 
of their Citties preſcruation , bee- 
ing before abandoned by their huſ- 
bands, whence arofe the-prouerbe of 
Venus armed, as enander deſcribeth 


in one of his Comedies, . 
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| The defence 


| Letwone himſelfe ſo much abuſe, 
As offer to take Syracule. 
For women haue it m reſpe/t, 
And Venus dooth them ſafe prote?. 
Good were it then the God of warre, 
Should knd ts her his Cemiter,. 


Cyrus vanquiſhed: by the common 


flight of his Souldiours, and his owne 


proper faulte : thug delivered the vice 


rorie to-his enemie by this only exhor= 
tation, that they but came to fight 
with women. The Romaines ſurpris 
zed by the Sabines, and other people 
neere neighbours to.them : were ware 
rented from death and vtter deſtructi- 


on of their Cittie:, by the meanes of 


women , who knew how to quenche 
the anger juſtly enflamed in their fa« 
thers againſt their husbands. Paryſarir, 
daughter to Cyrus,and mother to Ar- 
taxerxes,was {o wellenfiructed inthe 


ſtate affayres.: as {hee made Aſia try- 


umphe of the Greekes Jiberty, com- 
paſi1ng by her gouernementr the loſle 
of alltheallycd common yeale\, and 

oe)  finaling 
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of womens yertues. 6 
ſealing by her gifts, the moſt liberall 


- courages of her Empires enemies , 


«hich was (in ſhew) ruled by her ſon, 


but in verye deede maintained by her | 


ſelie. The mother of Coriolanns ſaued 
the citty of Rome, euen fromthe cra- 
dleto her glorious height, viing ſoma« 
nie great maximes ofand forthe ſtate, 


toherſonne being thenthe citties ene | 


mie: asall the Xenophons, Tacituſſes, 
_ Hacounels, yea , whatſocuer Coun- 
cellers tothe Princes of Europe, may. 
uultly learne example by thoſe noble 
refolutions, and admirthem amoneglt 
the very chcefeſt deſſeignes; Cluls 
oauc freedome to ſixe ſcore young 
men of her Cittie , by admiration of 
her fayre enterpriſe couragiouſly et- 
feed : which made Enmui the Pact 
thus write thereof. :. 


What $ertue male may with thy woorth chiend, 
Can men h:;ye any way ts doe as much 
By theer beſt meanes? Alas, 14 tomoerd, 


tn bike affaires their haps were newer ſi ch 


And. 


T be defence 
_ Andelſewhere. | 


Toung Romaine: feeble are your minder, 
Your glorie of the leaſt efleeme : 

When Clolia p1//age for you frndes, 
And muſt with honor you redeeme, 


Rhea knew ſo well to temper the 


prodigious crueltie and tyrannie of 
Saturne,whonot onely would difinhe= 
xit her ſonnes, but deuoure them , to 
_ aflwage his more then britiſh hun- 
ger : that as Orphens rehearſcth in his 


Songs. 


Jupiter fro blame had not been free, 

tf Rheas prudence had not been of might: 

T's ſhee'd him from the ſpightfull iealoſpe, 

Her tyraut huhand $/de both day and night. 


Vefta delivered the Hetrurians from . 


the beſiegings of Al/ichoris,, eMedea 


made victorious Jaſon conquer the. 


golden Tfles,and defcnded the Argo- 
nauces from: ſtraunge ambuſcadoes, 
which were preparde forthem inthe 


Iſle of Colchos. eAralantaknewhow * 


a 
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to enfranchiſe the Curetes, from their 
ordinarie tributes to the Princes of 
Achaia, even tillthe day ſhe trium- 
hed ouer them in the race. 
Debora, Iudith and Heſter, wrought 
meruailes for conſeruation. of their 
people, cnen to the enterpriſe of ſo. 
high aCtions,asthe iſſue of them could = 
not be apprehended, their beginnings. 
were ſo dreadfull,cheir effects beyond 
ompariſon and ther vertue bounded. 
ithin no equalitie , tothe confuſion. 
df men , amazeinent ofthe Gods,and 
[perpetuall memorie of the feminine 
ſexe, 
Thus much for ſtate. affaires., als 
hough this is not the hundreth part 
f that I could produce to maintaine : 
his ſubie, which might be handled- 
y Angels,and ſufficient for my ſences 
oftand and woonderat,, Yethauve I. 
ceere made no-mention of the Ama» 
ones ingenerall , nor of the Cipri- 
res, nor of the Sydonians, and many 
ther ſundry countries , who _ in 
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The defence . 


common & petticuler,haue gotten fo 

| much glory by armies of womE:as m£ 

. Curft hope no otherwiſe, but inthe 

meere fablesthey have written of the« 

{eJues,boaſtin g of victories gottE ouer 

their equalles, andone while againit 

Lions, then Beares, and ſome Tygcrs, 

with other of like ſtrength. and vio« 

lence ,wherein women haue done as f 

much,or rather more then they. 

_ © They were wont totryumph ouer 

Ladyes reputation, making vauntesſ ; 

of ſomethinges wherein their merites 

were ynequall, finding their courageſ j; 

_ tobeeyther to feeble,ornotanſwernſ y, 

ble : whercupon diuine Szpho com-{,, 

plainedinthis ſorts .. - P; 

Diner there be hawve heard meu ſay, 
That oner-women they beare ſway, . 

Making their txyumph of our bearts, "8 

| Ar Ganguiſhed by their deſerts. " 

', Allwhich 14 mthing but a dreame, tul 

. Andfollyout of courſe extreame. ass 

R Lhaue knownediuers, who bur 208 1 

mitredto the ſight ofa. Ladies ſlecucy £c 

 prelancly haue made theyr yauntery oi 
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her maidenheades victory, when (God 
knows)they durſt nor intreate fo much 
fuour as a kifle. 

Conſtancy followethſo neere to tha 
UF yertuous exerciſe of fare affaires, and 
occalions of war, as being the. organe 
"ſottzyreſt defſeignes, andonly pertec» | 
tion of moſt commendable {(trengrh: - 
*F that as | mightheere(on mens hehalf) 
preſent toyour fight the ſame ſeueral. 
lyin Scenola., Regulus, arms, Cate 
"8 Vircan, Scipio Africanus, and Paulus 
e/Emillins among the Romaines ; ſo 
"| likewiſe for the Grecranes, Antigonas, 
ſurnamed the wile Araxavoras,Socra= 
lf res, Xantippa, Anaxarcas, Ariſtides , 8 
Phocion : like wiſe out of holy. Scrip« 
ture, Eltazer, Tobias, the Machabres, 
all which are but as vaſſailes &-meane 
ſeruants,in reſpeRoftheiult and laws 
full conſtancy of women: who in this 
asall'thinges. elſe worthy ro be com« 
mended, haue 'ſo.farre out-gone the 
courageof men,asthe Sunnes'gloris 
ous ' bryghtnefle.. excelleth.. all the 


candles 


TE Cook Wwe 


T be defence 
candlesof the night: I call them iuft, ſer 
| becauſe I ſhall neuer be perfſwaded, $i 


but that ſuch-as haue beene enforced 
_ tothe abandoning of ouermuch {ad. 
nefle,and thence haue made choiſe of 
voluncarie deaths,more for obedience 
torealon then diſpaire: well deſerued 
to bee called conl(tant or magnani-ſþn 
mous, conſidering that no detect of fE: 
courage, or feare of great puniſhment 
anyiotediſmayedchem, but rather(to 
ſpeake moreproperlic)gladly ſubicc- 
tedthem to this funerall reſolution, 
|  Soclaris,daughterto Cibaris Gouer- 
nour of Athens;firſt Prince of Morea, 
{ſometimes called Peloponneſus , after yi 
 theconqueſt of Combly, was deliue- 
red into the hands of Selim, to vie at 
his pleaſure , according to the barba- 
rous cuftome of his predeceffours, 
who were more yniuft in their vidto- 
ries, then the vanquiſhed miſerable in 
their ouerthrow': and hauing her at 
his diſpoſing , hee commaunded the ſhot 
Bathe to bee prepared, which is the uri 


cri | 


of womens veriues. 9 
ritique-fignall of the Eaſternc luxu» 
ies. The young Princeſſe,whoto the 

ataltrophe of this Greekiſh trage=- 
ie, would giue beginning to.a new 
iſtorie, drawne rather from the de- 
poyle of her owne life , then delight 
olooſe herinuiolable chaſtitic ;ſpake 
n this maniier to the Prince of the 
Wer; 


| Y Lord, yntill this very inſtantT 
was perſwaded,, that the wrath 
f God, iuſtly diſperſed among our fa« 
ilie, would ſerucitſclfe with matters 
amiliar , and ordinarie to affli& ys 
ithall,as becing doubtleſfle guiltie of 
« ome farre preater puniſhment, then. 
er wee felt vnder your victorious 
and: and beeing caried away with 
ele {weete oppinions , I drew my 
- Fomfort from mine owne proper ill, 
1 Þs onely hoping of remedic in your 
tÞracc and fauour , But at this preſent, 
e Four Maieſtic being rapte with what 
e Bucie I knowe not 4, wherein royall 
s by vertue 


Fhe defen ce- 


yertue isnotto bee diſcerned : I can- 
not beleeue, that heauen hath. limit. 
ted your thoughts to ſuch an abhomi; 
nable courſe, or rather a molt prodi- 
gious violence,the beginning where. 


of I beholde, by the ende of my- life, 


trayned through mine owne default, 
alongſtthe rorrent of folaſciuious an 
enterpriſe. Then ſhewing him a little 
needle : See heere (quoth ſhee ) what 
armesare preparedas. guardians of my 
virginity, behold the innocent organe 
of ſuch yengeance,as I meane to take 
on my offendingeyes, that wounded 
youſo againſt-the will of my ſoule, 


_ which from my mouth pronounceth 


ſentence of death againſt them, and 
you ſhall ſee execution immedaatly 
performedz 


quicke with extraordinary compaſſ1. 
on, made a ſodaine change of his loue 


_ to a perpetuall admiration , and his 


-euer. fond commaund tooke ending 


with-a moſte maielticall reſpeR, re- j 
Ry E -- > neg 


The great Monarch, touchyto the if 
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turning theſe or the like wards toxhe 
Princeile, | + "7 


- f/f Adame,if Kings could as wel 
tryumph ouer -loues paſſions, 
- , ®astheycan cheriſh mercy,and 
give pardon to-the faulry,cuen againſt 
the firft-obje&t-of theyr owne vnruly 
motions, Which-figure in theyr cous 
ravea tempeſtious ſea of vengeance, 
per -notwithſtanding, becomes calme 
dy a.naturall inclynation of imbra« 
cing mildenefle : rather then purſue. 
ing-the ouer.{wift current: of chole 
ler: )I ſhould haue ſomewhat to com» 
plaine of to you, for grafting thetro» 
phees of my defires,on the firme rock 
of yourchalte deſſeignes, which teach 
me the {cience of- good life in ſo. holy, 


 aSchoole, 


It followes therefore, that -muſte. 
confeſle the deſtinies to be vniuſt, for 
ſhewing that freedome to the body, 
wherewith che ſoule no way can; bee 


Accuſe 


The defence 
Accuſeloue then, who armed him 
ſelfe for you here in my houle, where 
your beauties priſoners are become 
Princefles of my heart, entyrely en- 
thralled : And neuer conceiue,, that I 
am onely he, that deſires the fruite of 
his vitory, on a ſubie&of ſuch me. 
rite,the enioying whereof is more to 
be coueted, then aduerle Fortuneisto 

be credited, 
Conſidering, that in proſecution of 
my good haps, vmill.this preſent , 1 
haue beene alwayes armed with rea- 
fon yz. NOt enterpriſing any thing to 
diſaduantage of the-yanquiſhed , 0- 
therwiſe then the ſecutitye of mine 
oewneeſtate did teach me. The proofes 
whereof remaine euident tobe feene, 
in thatI haue-not made your coun- 
tries miſhaps greater, then the incon- 
ftancy of Fortune yeelded vnto: where 
Lhaue ſet downe my reſt, giving ly- 
mits to my iuſt ambition , which elſe 
had extended it ſelfe ouerthe com- 
mon libertye of Greece ,if ſeruitude 
were 
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ref were not called an exchange of ſtate, 
ne f] rather happenings by the prouidence 
N- | of heauen, who would haue bur one 
If fole Monarchinthe vniuerſall world, 
of F for generall adminiſtration of his iu« 
be | Rice , rather then any ynſatiable de» 
0 | firein my ſelfe of Soucraignety, which 
0 F containes 'mine actions where they 
are only appropriate. VHTREY 
f | But if I haue treſpaſſed, in requeſ= 
I | ting that of you, which my Kingdoms 
* | lawes cannot deny me, neyther may 
> | bee teatmed as-an offence , but only 
that'your will doth-ſo holde and e- 
ſteemeit : then cuſtome 15 moreto be 
blamed then I am,for ſhe-inuites me 
| | to takepoſſefſion,of that which frees 
| lyis reckoned mine owne 
Therefore Lady,that you may ſee 1 
wil not deſerue a Tyrants name, eſpee 
ciallyinthe ſimple praRiſe of viory, 
wherein'vſuallye more. rygour is ex- 
peRed,' then in the pgouernment of 
2 peaccable eftate: I will compell 
title viitaywfull paſſions , to yeelde 
ets he RR on nts 
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The defence”. 
ynto your iuſter-deſires;, entreating 


yqutorelt thus contented, anat jnire. 
_ peataunce for:offendingyou-l, 1 dog 


wronge to the nature:of, mine owne i 
power , diſarmig my heart of that F' 


_ prerogatiue , Whic!: the. very mean 


eſt men moſte conct.in theyr {peci- 


all Fortunes , namely, to, cryumph in 
commaunding of tizeir owne. 


Demaundof.mce thoie ſeife ſame | 


thynges., which you could not hope 
for in your former condition: and [ 
will ſatiſhe them with as much wil- 
lingnefle , as there is worth and-de- 
ſert in your. Princelye conſtancye, 
Such ende had the great Turkes loue, 
if the name of 'great bee worthye 
enough togignific his yertues, which 


in greatneſle did exceede hys'Em- 


YIEC, Tons | | $LOITL | 
The hiſtory of Tenora, taken pri- 
ſoner in the Citty, of Moden , and 
enfranchiſed for her conſtancy, beſt 
knowen to Buſths Ariaden,who glad- 
ly would hauc 'marryed her might 
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eere bee auouched to the great ſcan» 

jale of men ,: and-perpetuall honour 

f the fernale-ſexe : but inregard of 

the length, let me referre yee to. I< 

-/-114/41s of Corfue, a moſt found 
and faythfull expreſſer thereof, 

The heighr of courage in three 
Spaniardes, who offcred theyrchaſle 
breftes to their miſerable father,con. 
raynedto graunt them ſo ynplealing 
an execution , for ſhielding them 

rom the ſhamefull ſeruitude prepa./ 
ied forthem': 'is of iuch efficacy, as - 

en( for preſeruation of theyr re- 
nowne) had neuer the heart to endure 
0 extreame a remedy , For reading 
f which excellent diſcourſe, 1 muſt 
caue yee to:Nicholas de I icbolat, 
ys voyage -of - Conſtantinople , in 


{the hiſtorye-of the ſeidge of Try- 


oipo 5111s SS 3 
I haue-very much wherewith to en 
large my labour, as the maruaylous 
conſtancy of [oan'the Pucel, whole life 
the Englibimen had gladly ned] 

DCD WONT 2 
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© The defence 


fhe would fimply haue ſaid , thar ſheyj® 
was holpen by charmes , extraordinafſ! 
rie meancs;, and ſupernatural powep® 
in execution of her perillous enterprig 
ſes:but ſhe preferred her honor before © 
life, yeeldingher conſcience to tory'* 
menters, and her rormenters to |} 

ſings, as louing rather to ſuffer a bodif 
lic hell , then making helliſh the freeY* 
dome of her owne courage, in a pur}ſ'* 
poſe not befeeming the greatnefle of” 
her deeds , nor the true oppinion iuftY' 
lie conceiued of her behautour , thi 

principall organs of her yalour, whici 
made Fraunce morefatnousthen euet 
it had beene before, yea, more then al”; 
this daye ic hath attainde vnto : Fo 
though ſhee bee now troubled with 
ſome foure or fine Spaniards in her lif 
uer yaine; yet ſhethendreyy a million 
of Engliſhmen out of her entrailes. ' 


aue 
oth! 


of womens vertues. 13 
ed echer honor, then onelyof the ſubie&t | 


drawen from theirconftancies, Lefle 
cauſe ſhal Ihaye to produce Polixena, 
whole death made the life of the Gre» 
J cians infamous, and theyr victory ,in» 
ſolenc,cuen the ytter ouerthrow-of all 
their renowne. The conſtancy of Anti» 
: Boone , deſcribed by Antimecbus and 
elEuripides, is of ſuch merite, as all men 
Ftogerther cannotboaſt of any thing to 
come neere it:herpicty is offuch.com- 
mendation;as the moitreligious of our 
1 JAbciftical age haue juſt cauſe to com< 
_\Plaine, that chriſtianify as yer neuer 

Fconceiued thelike The contantpat 
Fence of Greſ/da, written by Frederick 

f Aſt-che Pied-monteſe,isvncuitable, 
1d almoſt exceeding beleefe, inour 
| Fcake ſoules ſo little inured to ſuffe- 
ncy. That of /arginia,Portia and S0- 
"@honrsba, the ornament of Aﬀericke & 
Ferror of Roome,, is ſo-grear, asſhee 
ould endure more,then arte is able to 
leſcribe,Oh cowardly men, what ſhal 
come of ye?or rather, whatare you 
ang; oh ** among 
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among ſo many gallant women, that 
haue abid the violent sffaults of death, 
euen of death vndeſerued, and much 
lefle expeRted? youare ho way firme, 
but in lookes:conſtant, but in words: 
dreadlefle,butin ſecurity:without cor 
ruptio, bur in feare to be made know. 
entoothers, Better js it for you goe 
learne to ſpin,thEto prefer your ſclues 
before women: as your graund 'Her.ſſ 
cules came capableofthar occupation, 
by the enſtruRtionofhis Miflteſſe Di. 
aneira.Sampſen was glad toreele hy his 
Dabla: Achilles ſowed by his Brifts: 
king Demetrius did the like by his 
mia. Heſtodus acknowledged this-im- 
_ perfection inmen ofhis time, ſaying, 

} Touthat are Natures infamy, | 
" And toyour ſexe doe minry. 
- Shewing your ſelues imperfect? men, 
. By attzons nat eſeymmganey. 

. One ſits, and by his Miſtreſſe ſewer, 

Another ikea Goddeſſe goes, ®. 

' Other qniſcled by reahafee” | 
Muff weare his garmentit0 his bnee, 
| Tet allmakes Gaunt of Fortunerbhſſe, 

When ſhe moſt wretched ag chem is, 


of mamens vertues, 14 


_ Mypapet:is viworthy to: beare my 
pen, indeſcribing my immaginations, 
concerning the high. merit of holy 
Virgins, what contetupt and diſdaine 
thiey made of the moſi-barbarous crue 
elties,thattould be/inuented by the ee 
nemies of the Chriſtian. faith, for de- 
fence wherof,they haue bin deliuered 
ouer to the; fearctul rage of perſecu- 


- ters, whohaue beene-more: weary of 


tormentingthem., then they(any ot 
diſmaided) at the ſeucrallforts of ViOe 
leace inflited ontheir bodies;. by na« 
tute ſoft andtender,and more worthy 
to be admiredgthenſobloodyly mure 
dred,Like-matter could neuer men ſer 
downe of them(elues , albeit them= 
ſclues were Authoursof the legends 2 
for theyr martirologe contajines ſo few 
oft EW apa. 0p: age with that 
of women); as the very. wiſcſt tearme 
theyrs:but a there; yanity, , diſpearſed 
among the yeritie of the Saintes ſuffe= 
rings, The Church is ſelfe is reſembled 
to & womans without ſpos or blemiſh, 
V an0ece, + Ws..." © 4 
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ſuch as Salomon defcribes thePrincefle 
of Egypt, a figure ofthe Church. In 
thenew Teſtament yee may note the 
three Maries,and the Chananean,who 
wereſo conſtantin theirholyreſolu- 
tions, asthebleſfled ſpirit ( being ſpea» 
ker of the ſacred hiftory ) hath left 
them a ſpectacle to all poſterities.The 
_ -motherofthe ſeauen Martires,wherof 
deſcription-is made in the Machabees, 
_ delinered ſuch witneſſe of her role 
_ rearmd <celeftiall' confidence, as that 
onely atte might beautifie the hiſtory 
of yertuous women |, morethen men 
Can gleane pl ;Topiay the- conſtant 
telblnton of A e40r Job: 
_ allwhichdeferue north etydle of con- 
 famtbecaule «little dereQion: did: in 
ſome ſorrrouch chem. 15% 
As firtto begirvwith Abraham for 
aleaſing, who aid that his wife was 
his'Siſter , only-for'w' ilintle 'feare:of 
_ gmuch mort ſu{ofechen any 


vey perpics ared/Nextfor ,.aeawhe 
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be 


- 

T "7 

_— — TS pI + m_ fo 
* 


FG” ION ST TY oY gr wo eee ate ee eco g 
a ” Dos 9 - = #5. 


| 
| 
ths 
h 


CI 
_ ——— 


. YO —_ 
_ I 026 AS ee OE In Ee 4 Rx "MET "ANT, — 


EN IIEIEInG -_ > Sg n—_ lien, <a, 
AI _ —_— p a 
PCTs nn : 


WP ww __»—_ " " ” & of. ERR | | ww LE Cy TH 


they coul 


of womens yertues. 15 
be,that I ſhould preſeut my ſelfe before 
Pharoah, ſeeing 7 can hardly abſtaine 


from flammering ? 7s it poſſuble that 1 


ſhould aeluer this meſſage ? Then fer. 
murmuring,as 7ob, whoſtood expoſ- 


| culating with the eternall . Which: 
minde neuer came neere the Virgin of 


Virgins,for the ſaid: 7 am be ſeruant of 
the Lord,be it unto mee according to his 


Word. . Abraham, Moiſes and 1ob,were 
but weake in reſolution;if one ſhould 


romparethem with that vertuous wo- 


| man, mother tocheſe 7.Martires who- 
ſuffered as many paines;as ſhe ſaw di- 


verſity of torments applied, to ruinate 


and ouerthrow the conftancy of her 


Sons :yea,ſhe did ſollace her felfe in 
ſuch-ſort among the rigours of theyr 
martirdome, with ſuch behauiour and 
ſpeeches in contempt of death,and aſ< 
lurance of better conditionin the life 
ENG ;as they.all were euen'ſo 
wid.dye but once. In footh L 

mult needs ſay,that the very greateſt 
matter among me,neitheris or can be;; 
C3 but 
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The de fence 


but the remainder & ouerplus of this 

onewomans glory, who.practiſed the 

fame in herſelf, which ſhe had taught 

toher Sons: for ſhe-dyed ſo conſtant« 

Iy.that Aztzocbxs(the very abhbomina« 

tionof Kings)became Ge" ( as it 

| were): to ſee a fimple woman macke 

 _ himandall hisangry threatnings, no 

: way ableto enforce her-from the ſer- 

uice of God,after which ſhe ſighed 8& 

longed, euen tothe lateſt office of her: 

vicall powers. The daughter of feprab 

ſhal give end tothis diſcourſe, becauſe. 

ſheconcluded the raſh yow of her Fa. 

ther with ſuch reſolution, as the ſacra-: 
fice of her own life:for which, had ra- 

ther comir ye to readithe hiſtory inthe 

Judges, for better ſight of her death, 

thendrowne my' paper in juſt teares, 

which freſhreuiuedpittyof ſo ancieut 

 amaruel;would forcibly compel: fal 

frommine cies,{q to.concealeby wee- 

ping, what I.could ot ſeridowne in 

writing; Thus muchremebred for wo- 

mens coltancy, which makes mc ſtand. 


un 
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of womensvertues, 16 
;n doubr, whether T ſhould. erect the 


s | | 
» | ameonanyother collom or no, then 
e | their owngreataes & deſerts, as more 


nceding imitationjthen any; witnes 8 
therfore more requiring to be follow= 
ed;thencan be.by wotds Witnefled eto 
fetually:Forme(maltiouſly ie>lous of 
wamens honor)haue buried(as much. 
asinther lay ) themolt commenda= 
ble deeds of:fuch,ctomhom themſelues 
were -no-otherwiſe then: Apes , nay 
worſc imitators,if worſe may-bee. He 
that{of Pocts)hath beſt wricte amogt 
the Grecias,is Zomere,yetnot fo much 
forhis learging,as fory ſubiect, where 
he makes mea, & the Gods cobate to-. 
gether,thoſe are his 7/hades,a worke in 

{ooth praiſe worthy for his time, & not 

for any other conſ1deratio.Yet the A- 

thenians madethebe publikly burned, 

by reals of the impiety wherwith they 

are furniſhed;eue as it were a-ſhop of 
_ atheiſme,irreligis &imodeſty,making 
the @ods to be yanquiſhed by me,Gce- 
ſabliſhing acontetpt ofrayaley,dury 
TTY 11068 an 
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The defence 
and obeyſance,in the perſon of feb:/. | 
his( Sapp huacer) who 'pre« || 
ferred abrutiſh kinde of:affetron, be« 
fore the love ofhis:Countrey, 'and his 

owne peculiar hate beforethe general 
_ welfare ofhiffollowers. Hee makes a 
dog of Azamenmen;a kitching fellow 
of Parrocter; amad man of JF) 
bawde of fri;;a drumkerd of #alcane;a 
Cony-catchepof Mercary;a Lacky of 
Appollo; arauiſher of Neptune; a'pal- 
try companion of Marr; a witch of 
Minerna;a Woolfe of /enns;a Megera 
of Jano,a dreameof a man,and himſelf 
2 conremner of the Gods, 'as Lisras 
jpeaketh in this manner, © 


Curious Antiquiry, $001 
Meade Homerc 4 deitre, i 


For h#s booke,a meere fable, | | 
Againſt the Gods abbominable, Ds bo 
Where all men that were $icrous, 


C 


Among Latine Poets ;w6 may ſpeak 
of /1rgill ih the Hierarchic of Philo- 
- 6.448 3 x5 , ſophers, 


— ———— — 


of womens vertues. 17 
;. || ſophers, who but Ariftortle-? among 
e« | Phifitions, Hippocrates : amonglt the 
auncientdiuines, M{ctcurins T riſmepſ- 
tur: in our lattertimes;S..Awouſtine:of 
Aſtronomers, Anexayoras:of Mathee 
maticians, Archimedes: of Ciwilians, 
Papiman : all which had(euen then lie 
uing )ewo,nay three or foure women 
inrheir owne Artes, to whome I will. 
ſend them ſeuerally ro ſchoole,for ap- 
prehenſion of the- chiefett principles 
in their ſciences, Homere was taught 
by (lorinda the Samian,in the Citty of 
Argos,and to her hath bin attributed 
that ſo famous worke of the Jlliads: 8 
would ye but compare his Odifſeaes 
therwith,you ſhould finde ſuch a large 
| difference in one file, ſomuch rebated. 
in the diſcourſe of Yifſes : as you wold 
be conftrainedto confeſſe, that.eyther | 
the firſtis none of his, orels hee made. 
neitherthe onenor other. Faire'S pho 
holpe him ar a need, for changing the 
armes of Glancns and Diomede, where 
it euidently appeares that. hee dealt 
| wb; GC 5: ſcarce - 
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The defence | 

ſcarce honeſtly;zas alſoin his compari. 

fon of Aiexto an Aſſe,wherehe plaid 

the grinder tooapparanily.Shalikw:ic 

corrected the warks of Pypiclarecr,as.ye 

ſhal tindis ſet downe in P/utarch, Cir 

2enta was {0 learnedin pocke.,. as:the 
ſurpaſſed al chemzn of her time, 8& had || 
_ Indeedriucha generalname,asnor any 
to.chis yy did eucrattainethelike;ng 
ordinary ozatter among ourmeiPoets 
wholoener: Andfhecn{ttued Pitþa- 
orashimielte(true Prince of the very 
beſt Philoſophy -amongthe Pagans;) 
Ariftotle ſearching the cauſes;whence 
theebbing & lowingofrhe feaſhuld 
proceed:had'hisreloluiofrom Sy/iras 
tathe Lesbian, by a fimihrude taken 
from womens infirmity., as alſo from 
{weate: Nor did he drowne himſelfe, 
(as ſome bawling curres wold make vs 
 b&lecue)inthe Ocean ſea,wherinto he 
{hould head-long calthunſelfe - Hip- 
pocrates leatnedthe curing ofthe He- 
meroides,of Dozothea Abderita, as it 
was found written. in Epheſys ,in, the 
. Ape 


ad 
g » > 2 A _——_ 
LEN ——— 3 > » 8 —_—_—  —_—_— —_— 77h». —_ Jr noe ern nc w 
-_— Ka , =: WP; G7  —_ - a. = = NS — = A—— 
vob. oc” A: wn 3-6» « ns. * * p. hos 4 — 
e ” Fay: — I I 3 > wa —_C* 4s. 2". 608 _ - 
.* 
. ” 


of womens verkues. 18 
i- | Temple of Diana, as alocheotherar 
Eleulina, $LordyrinsTirifmitgeſtais not 
e | onlyabs felt onchiefeſt, of | thoiceles 
C boo &-nialt couitnendable;Dilincs 
, ofaatiguizy:hut(l tare! 2y)of al men; 
e bein; chat wee:dprake of Salomon , or 
d |. weret-pofhlilero-finda wiſer; his life 
7 | didtrugly.aofyerebik/dofrine,;and 
1 All £18.baxhibe\/choole af ve re 
$ Fs : Rudy of triepicty, 

Yee notwithſtanding, Pee is- is-nox 
y to be extolled beyond:heSibilles, all 
) | which prophefied ofthe true metiias 
C 
d 


the SonelGodloruidently a5 there is 
nata&xginihe olde Tofioens, more 
» | expreſſechentheir propheticall write 
ings were, Wherein,it pleaſedtheholy 
olt to ſerve hirmſelſe by them; for 
_ confuſton/of the Pagane ;nereduliry, 
andto giue theſe deuoute wonien,, as 
theyr.Indges', being: faith{ull Take 
pets of the-comming, of Chrilt Jeſus, 
as alſo. of his death-and. telurraie 
Ollo ry © op 
1 mayequal. Mercelathe vir gin wit ih | 
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S. Anguſtine,as well forher excellent 
writings,fullofall erudition,asfor her 
ſanQtiry'; ſhe only being the caule'of 
the Hungars couerffion. Which good 
hapdid never befal $;, Auguſtine, who 
long titme held very heretical opinions. 
& far from-thevniuerſal beliefe: where 
contrariwiſe this woman, neuet had 
Hher' thoughts touche with any other 
confideragion then the community of- 
Chriftiansin' the primariue Church , 
which being ſnarled/at in her time, & 
| notasthen knowen inthe Northerne 
parts: ſhe reduced from old ruines, &- 
made itfauorcedin the moſt batbarous. 
_ ſpirits: yea, theythat were leaſt eapa- 
ble of vnderſtanding in Europe , The 
roots of her piety ftretched theſelues 
{pfaras albania, even to the Citty of 
Ragufa,held thenin ſubieRtion by Cy« 
_w#ſmthe Sclanonian:whomſhee' not. 
onely madea chriftian, but e6panion 
likwiſe of her deuout Grerpriſes;&that - 
in ſuch: ſort, as he came with a tnaine 
army ſo far aspanuby,&there aduiced 
| the 
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| of wimiens'yertues. 15 
t | the glorious ſtandardofthe evangeli- 


cal truth. could ſay;zhat Frenchmen. 


f | had notbeenChriſtans, butby theeſ«. 


peciall vertue of Cletilda,whom God. 
ordained eo inſpire the heart of Clonis, 


onely made a'Chriſtian by her chari- 


table admonitions and-faithfull en- 
firuions:who-by the lofleof many 


vedi When ſhallit be-fayd, that men 
have bee ſo-ſoudious in likenumber 


of ſoueraigne exerciſes-and ſanitie? 
that our God(the'iult eleter of pureſt. 


ng of his yery 


ſoules, for communicating 


deareſt perfeRtions) hath made more 
redound to bis ploryevrider the pers 
ſons of women, then euer it pleaſed: 


him to doothe like by-men.. 


Anaxagoras was as 1gnorant in the. 


reaſon of the Seas ebbing and flow- 


ing,os A-ftorlexyntill he had ſonic en«.. 
ſicuRion therein ; by Dyorzs the 'wyfe - 
of' one Bargquerat of 'Dyrex'i ſhe ſhew-. 
edhim the originall of the 1ſles en-- 


gir ting neecr ero the firme land, where 


me. 
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the WT Waules NOM etl- 
large! their -v-ayeby tleme. vielen: 
 INEBHESe] 10] penn fifh Dan ron bot 
> Hedeatncdchecauſes gf, conjtu is 
on. of) the- great Planets 4 and;'their 
times,ofa woman Gardinerot Smir- 
na: by whome hkewilg(bes came ac- 
quajnted-With the4leefioht: iecxets. of 
the Metrorts,' dAvohrimieges vas, mort 
| kedby Hyancs the Syrgeuſainefonþa- 
uing wdely:ſaid:, thas all bpdyes were 
ſu nerficial which: he ſhewsd r9beg 
ale gby the Atomies and: coullers in 
the ayre! Lechis of Athens , daughter 
tor egeſtens Orcained Iawes: ro the 
people on Attica,which were ſo venc« 
rable and commodious : as.the Ro- 
maines recciued them. naturally for 
their Oxy4i, limitting them vnto tweluc 
_ tables, whereinthere, was contayned 
_ .morciuſice.and pierieythen. in al the 
yolumes of Papimian, (i 11! | 
I 'was too blaine (1 in this ey 
puipoſe ) tofarget-Ozarours', ſuch as 
were Demeoſthener "5 Elchines » ſos 


crates, 


of womens wertues. 20 
cr ates, and manye other amonge 
the Grecians'z 'Crrero , Hortenſins, 
e Marks Anthonie, oc of the! Ro- 
maines:- "(11 | 
Moſt true is ir.that this my Groetfil. 
nes had-heeninfinicely aduantageable 
formen, who likewiſe heereinare not 
excrupttrom! theyr narur2) imperfee- 
tion, beeingover: much. weake 5nelo+ 
L* Aae”/ 44 4g 9 397 © IGG 
Demoſthenes , of ahaoitiantain 
ten), that ifthe Gaddes would ſpeake 
Grecks in, Qrations z-they could-no 
waye::amend «he ;.{weete: clocution 
of this: Ocatour yier-washee fo: con 
founded-, hearing; £445 :difedure of 
men and» womens perticuler affe ti» 


o18,-as hee cryed: out; that the A=. 


thenians did but Rammer in theyr 
Schooles , :and women 'at- Corinthe 
ſpake Qratours-like in! Kagyr familiar 
confegencts., | {2 | ! 
Toconfirme this, Nature Kar" hes 
vs,that women are or may be molt e- 
loqueut, conſidering the organes and 
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| - The defence: © 


inſtruments. of theyr voyce. is more 
mylde and gentle,then thoſe in men, 
whoſe pronunciation.is very. rough, 
ſharpe and coorſely ſhapte , by reafon 
of the aboundance of choller, which 
(with their woords ) driues foorth ſo 
much veliemencie of ſpirit-, as they. 
are well necre choakt'therewith, or 
breake their winde in vtrering of their 
ſpeeche : yet wee muſt conſeſie-; that. 
melancholly-men are-ſofter in words, 
tLen the. ſwarthic and ſanguine, ſuch 
ſeuerall qualities remaine.in men, 

. The nature of a woman being en « 
clined tofadnefle; diſcouers wiſedom, 
makes her prudent andapprehenſiue: 
whereas men' are commonly: raſhe 
and vnrulye, becauſe diuers appetites 
tranſport them,to many friuolous and 
flecting conſiderations , which migh- 
tic faulte-youſhallfinde fewe women, 
ornoneat all infeted witty. In lyke 
manner , your high and ſoueraigne 
Courtes , are nothing elſe bur filled 
| bo TP 

| enſue. 


— 
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| enſue injurious offencesto theyr bet- 
ters : and that in» matters of fomeane 
reckoning}, as womens:modettie are 
aſhamed thereof, and theyr height of 
| piric holdes ituv moſddeepe diſdaine, 
Ol moſt happye ſexe, if ir were 
- | lawfull for metofpeake; as Plaro did, 
| who chanked the Gods for makin 
 Fhimaman,and nota beaſt : fo could. 
haue wiſhed, char T had beene created 
+ womaty, having attayned to ſuch. 
knowledge of femmine perfeQions, 
whick is in-cuery refpe&t accompli- 
ſhed}, bepondall tharcan be tearmed: 
perfet mn hamainedefſe&s, © 
Bur retucne' wee to our Oratours, 
kauing che Aﬀe;carc3 andall,tothem 
that perſwade themſclues to be more 
eloquent.then-woryen': fromwhome 
the ſweere Nightingale firft learned. 
ter ores \ as Pyes, Crowes and: Ra. 
ens rgoke theyrs frommern/, into - 
Khichſhapes theyhave likewife been 
ranſformed;, as the onely beft forme. 
he Greeke 'and Latine Poets could 
» gtue 


4 


| 
| 
| 
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oive them. Youſhallmanytimes read, 
tharthe Gods haue twade complaine 
to 7rpiter,eyther of men,ortheir bad 


conditions, and could-never gaine ac- 


T1; 


compliſhment of theyr delires z ſo 
grofle and ab{urde were they-intheyr 


Orations,inregardeof the Goddefles, 


 whowere-neuer ſent backe but fully 


ſatiſfied,' cuen in thoſe things vwhich 


humaineiufticemade- a conſcienceof 


raunting. ;: fo; much well-ſpeakin 
—mgvy ons preuayled whoghaha o_ 
ſauoric barking ofrudemen, : Which 
wiſe Prtbagoras well perceiuing,, for- 
bad his Schallers'to ſpeake,:roketpe 
ynſccne the;-preat defe&: in:nattire, 
whictris nat rejinomenthen wo- 
men.Corxe/iathe mother of Greechus, 
was ſo cloquent ,, as the;Romaines 
eretedher:an;Altar,and'ſſacrificedto 
her inthe Temple, of Pitbg 'S- which 
Pho was theGordeſle of eloquence; 
and {urpaſſed both 'Gotls and \men.in 
that vertue, / Adereurie thus complai- 
ned;as faith one.ofthe:Greekes.. | ] 
A us 


l, 


of womens.yertues, 22: 


Alas, what helps at me tobe, 
Ambaſſadour to loyg - 
My father,and each day to fee, 
the rounaneſſe from aboue : 
Of earth, and heauen allconnayd' 
within my wings faire flights | 1; 
When 4s my Godhead 1 mifſayea,. 
and robbed of hs right ? b | 
Sweete ſpeaking Pytho calleth me 
abort me, b.ifely borne : 
Becauſe my ſpeech i harſh to hers, 
and held as common [corne.. 


4 Goddeſſe 1 confeſſe ſhee w, 


* yermay ſpe por libe me, 


Sit at that boord of bugheſt bliſs, 

where but twelue Gods may be. 
Ail which the heauens dog controwle, 

and one of them amls 
Yet thas ſhe geth from her ſoule,” 


© | py epdlleſſe obloquies? 1- 


I ſhall neuer haue doone with this 


endleſle piece of worke,which by in- 
finite pluralities doo offer themſelues,. 
for iuſtifying of the feminine elos. 


DI 


quence, the yſe whereof would God. 
I might borrowe-a while), as-nothing. 
more appropriate tothis theame, for: 
what elle can make it fo perfet 


as, 


7 T be defence 


as it deſerues ? but onely the diuine 
eloquence ofthofe celeftiall creatures, [© 
andthcrefore had neede to be addor: 
ned with the excellencie of their na- 
ture, which of it ſelfe is ſo finguler, as 
nothing can be more , Oh might 1 
be inſpired but with the Jeaſt of thoſe 
perfe tions, which as the bodies ſhad- 
dowe wayteth duely vppon women, 
an entroca infeperdtle om the firſt 
ſubſtance of theyr heauen borne e{- 
ſence, that flandeth exempt from bad 
thinking , much lefle blunt ſpeaking: 
then ſhould this diſcourſe appeare in 
moreexcellent manner, witnefſe that 
whichithe Greeke makes Calipſo ſpeak. 
to.Uhſſes.. | 
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Twas mot of methou ltarnd}} ſuch bitter breath 
Againſt flout Aiax, who did ſeeke ro ſcape 

Th mmerie, by prom and preſent death,.. 
Or ts renenge bins on thy Coward ſhape... 
Nor, vo theTthacancs-(Cnapt,to lead,) 
Learnd#? thou of thy r00 faunt harted flight; 
When 4: on heapes Sarpedon dung downe dead 
The Argines which their $eſſels had in ſight, 
My words with infamue did nere. take truce, 
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| of womens vertues. 2 


$0129 faire foule endure baſe feares abuſe, 
I Nor hadſt thou there that day bebeld my land, 
I* 17 hich 022 all ſides the Sea dooth counterband, 
Y 

'If Painting were not reckoned a- 
mong mechanicall Artes, I would ape. 
prooue women to merit the yery beſt 
trophee thereof: But as Nature cuer- 
more delighterh to create thoſe things 
which to her ſelfe are moſt pleating 
and conformable, and makes her ſclte 
exerciſe in thoſe matters, that doo de 
ſcribe: her cheefelt perfeRions ; ſo 
may I fay of women, who ſhould coo 
much wrong themſelues -by taking 
pleaſure in painting , conſidering it 45 
amatrer impoſſiblefor thetn,to make 
Puck a rare repreſentation, as their iuſt 
| Ebcauties. dae require , becomming 
gnuchlefſe by CO_ then the di- 


ine graces wherewith they are moſt 


richlye accompanyed, builded onely 
ppon :nimirable liniewents of theyr 
Pchaujour, the' very onely models of 
Fic angels beautics, which yere never 
> 7-.  - n 


Od ay © 
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+ The defence 
fourmedbutby the abſolute patterns 
of Women, | 

Great Apelles, in his ordiparie pain 
mY ofthe Gods, very well knew hoy 
to Hgure /rpuer, Afars, Aercurie 0 
Satxrne: bur when'be went about toff 
ſet downe the fourme of Venus ; - 
foundhisskillto be of ſuch woonde 
rous weakeneſle, ashee was: compell 
_ tolcaue his labourimperfec; teſtify: 

 Ingtoall poſterities,that his arte alte- 
redit ſelfe intoignoraunce;, when he 
went about to fo downe. the fingul: 
ritieof women; among whom, Lou 
itſclfe ſought-tabe looked on, as ina 
publique Theater, where her maieſti 
received much moreluſter,then in any 
other ſubie& poſitble to be heard of or 
choſen, . And this was thg reaſon that 
kinde Leander thus ſpake to Here. 


\ : 


"» 
: " 


'Y Hero wy mofFdetre Poinceſſe;” > 7 
* | Lawe berſedfe hueate thinieeyes's | (1, 

2.\The Gracrignnd heir onthſwneſh, | 
".. Abide tn thig a im the thies, ©, 


"Who neatly hope pine 
HTO! | C/ 
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Or whi'\canimns7:y beiths thy 1pos rel 
Except its purite 5 byde ronitriynr, 
Enftorft to 4aze 2 Lott c four th 

| | AF « #47 16? ofl ham ire lf [7129, 

Co WE andedl! Zy th art? /e? 

For HY Ent: f{e1; '% x/ vrelTe, 

6g More rhe ch) Deatiftes doanitie, 


Pulcane, as orofle . headed as hee 
was,,' yet could bee vie. the! woords 
to / Venus. 


— 


The chun wellts wor to comaley, 

And bout Rgides menacer:_| 
T he tempeſt that all earth doth ſhake, ' 
And through the ayrers wanderer, 
Battatzles faire figuresl canframe, 

All foxmall combates1cenplot:;._ 

The height of walles,and whence they came, 
Nor haue ! Soldjours heate forgot: 

But ſhould 1 offer to ſet downe, 
Thy beauties woorth and ſoueratontze ; 

T he: heauen it feife on me would frewne, 


For paſst, my 2 Os 


As for Muſique, among women it 
is ſo familiare,ast their 'yery yoyceis na- 
turally a hermonie « 'EZhanus re« 
counteth , that there was a woman 
Muſi- 


. The defence. 


— Mufitian in Roome fo excellent , as 
eucry one imagined ſhee holpe her 
ſelfe by Magique: fo rarely could ſhe 
rauiſh by the care the mindes of them 
that heard her ; yea, it grewe to ſuch 
effec, as many frantique people were 
thereby recouered from theyr furye, 
Moſtcertaine is it , that Pb«/ladathe 
Tiriane invented the Lute , whence 
roſethe prouerbe : The Harpe of Idu- 
' mea, «and the Lute ef Phoenicia , and 
the teſtiqgonie heereofis drawne from 
others,bythe Lord of Bartas. 


T he cunnjng Tirianes,who on barke of trees, 
Did fir#t ſer downe che Goices hermonies, - 


And a Grecian, thug, 


Inuentreſſe wes Philliada, 
Of Lures mm farrePhornicia, 
. She firft gaue ſpirit and _ : 
1; T'o dead dullword, and made forefe = 
. ; T be ſeweral{{weetei.of Hermonee, 
By berrare wit and induftric. 
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of womengyerthics. 25 

Wrhiet \ Alexander the great had 
conquered the kingdome'of Darixs, 
he found ſoskilfull a woman Mifitian 
in the citric of $u/z, as could acchmos 
date the varieties of hier yoice ;bthe 
kucraft noates-of all kiideof | ets 
ind char with fuch exceeding dexteti 
tie; #5 ich ſawe hernor, could 
make no - difference from the verye 
chitg'je ſelfe'”, |Gtear Ceſar theſe 
was woont' tohaye:) men taties 
were learfide from thi iete- 
firigon trees: but ey . eft 
came from the Gods themfehues, The 
Syrens,ſo mnch deſcribedby the Gree 
cians,had ſongs ſo wondertull (weete 
and mellodions: as they coult! oht- 
eare the windes, and rob all mouthes 
of their naturall offices. The Greckes 
returning from the warres of Troye, 
reſted themſelnes a long while in the 
I{les where they inhabited, little Ca» 
ring for returne home into their owne 
country,by being rapt, or rather char« 
cd wich lucha an hermonious delights 
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Perhaps ſome otic will ſay vnto me, 
_ that the Tritons are verye excellent 
Mufſitians, but he muſt withall con« 
feſle, that they ncuer had like power 
and yertue as the Syrens baue, , of 
whomthey learnedyheir very deepelt 
knowledge , albeit their Muſique 
- tretche no further then the ſound ofa 

Trumpet, Whicli ſexs rhe Troms 
peticrto e/Exeas well - pas g,pro+ 


vokedthem to ſound, ro trie whether 
| becouldgoe beyond them orno: ma; 
ric helott his life therefore, if this nar« 
ration be of any certaintie, 


i 6 


But mhilft his Trompet he did ſound, | 
with plorieimaiſcreetes 

 Fponthemarbleof the waver, © 
the Tritonsnotes to meete, 
| They vealows tobe ſo defyed, 
_ anthegh owne pleaſmg arte < 
in anger threw him imthe want, 
and ſo his life did parte. . 


[ Iſtrind 
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J#rina,the mother to Ariphita king 
of Scithia, was of ſuch eſtimation 'in 
Muſique : as the Poets haue feygned, 
that the Seas would neuer be calme, 
bur when this Lady ſtood exchanging 
her ſweere Zephires with the Note 
therne guskes\, which blew very bit- 
terly vpon them continually, ie A- 
tronomers do holde;that Yerns is the 


patroneſſe'of Muſique", and that the 


influence of herPlaner;, bring $ moſt 
ſpeciall felicitie to ſuch as deale in 
tr Robey 

Let vs admit;that Theſp:on the pricſF 
of the Gymnoſophiſts, Zoroaſtes of 
the Perſiahis, 'Zermes of the e/Epipti« 
ans, Buda of the Chaldeans, Abbares 
of the Scithians, and Zalmoſis of the 
Thracians , excelled nolefle in Mu- 
que , then in pietic and knowledge 
f ſacred matters : yet notwithſtande 
ng, they were bur ſimple admirexs.of 
iyre Clora , daughter to God eHnu 
1s, who could charme the Crocadils 


6 Þt Nylus,as alfo them of hot Cy:cna, 
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| The defence 


by the benefic of hervoice reputed in« 

comparable , which LZycoſthenes re. | 
ports ſuch wonders of , as they ſceme 
to mooue more aſtoniſhment then 
belecfe, Enough hath been ſaide cons 
cerning ſciences, and the glory which 
women haue gotten thereby,ouer-tar 
beyond men: it remaines for me now 
toſpeakeofthe morall vertues,which 
ſerue perticulecly to the guiding of 
life and fanRticie, In which courſe (me 
thinkes)Temperance deſerues to haue 
the firſt place, .asbeeing that , which 
according to Hyppecrates and Galen,is 
_ the deareſt. freend and. fauourite of 
Nature, Euripides was not ignorant 
tra ay layd. 


From dewth,who ſooneft death rhenw ſonite, 
With 4 deceiumy appetite, | - 
_ The Grecke and Latine hiſtoric 
are growne grofſe. with millions ol 
<xamples, which witneſle the rare ſo 


brict 


a 


of womens vertues. t7 
brietie of women , andexceſle of men: 
in all things whatſoeuer, according as 
it is ſayd in Exodus : Men roſe wp to 
playe, efter they had long time wallowed 
i drunkenneſſe. Homer hath deſcribed 
this inſolence vnto vs , in the perſons 


of Penelopes Courtiers, who continu- 


ed blameleſſe , notwithſtanding all 
theyr great immodeftie, Hence is it, 
why Dieclea could not endure the laſ- 
ciuious behauiour and diſhoneftic of 
the Tyrant Phalaris, and therefore 
threw hcr ſclfe downe from a win- 
dowe, of which fallſhee dyed'yerye- 
ſoone after, ſpeaking theſe yerſes of 
Menander, 


Shethat 11 1n the grace of heauens happmeſſs, . 
Liveth wat long mm this warldes wretchedneſſe, = 


And whenan Epicure ſayd to her, 
that there was no other lyfe after this 


f ſhould bee finiſhed, ſhee aunſwered 


him- out of Pindarurin this forte, 


D 3.  Whon 


- The defence /, 
When as the night locker Gp the day, 
Tet beauenbidert at one fray. 
Our ſoules are then tn thoſe faire fields, 
That dantie conllerd Roſes yeelds, 
; Conerdwith Trees perſamde and pure, 
ind balmes that hane the richeft cure, 
 V pon whoſe br aunches fruites of golde,. 
Doo hang mo#t gloriome to beholde, 
'" There, diuers watke deltcrouſhe, 
Somne ride on hoxſſes cheerefully, 
Others to muſeques hermonie, 
Of inſtruments make mellodie, 
T here « a thouſand thouſand flowerg, 
Of different [mell to ſent the powers. 
There 4a many Altars fume, 
With Mirrhe and other ſweete perfume, 
And there 1: ſeene 4 ſhiny fire, 
In thitrare place which ſoules deſire, 


A 


_ Shelikewiſe rehearſed this ſentence 
of Euripides. 


That which ” name-we doe entitle lifes 
1s mm effedt but acontinuall ſtrife, 


| Indeed! well remember, that men 
haue beene famous for ſome rare qua- 
lities ; as inuenting the ſundrie idle | 


playes 


of womens yertues, 28 


playes ar Dice and Cardes, withother 
luch like exerciſes beſide: Wherevp- 
on, Saint Bernard ſhaping his courſe 
ro the youngimen of his time, ſayde. 
Tou follow talentſjefo ſhnridbeneſſe > you 
apply yohr ſelues to'play , enen wnnll yee 
-| fall into Deaths daunger . Tobin like 
manner cryed out againſt men, that 
they conſumed their dayes' in vaine 
delights;, and foin the end were dit- 
poſſeſſed of theyr ſiues.. Good old $;z- 
ra, hauing care ofa holye conſcience, 
diſcourſed in this forte wichthe Eter < 
nall: | haue not frequented to: theſe 
players , neither had acceſle to yaine 
perfons;' Well then, we may ſay , that 
menare artezanes and .concinuall la- 
bourers,inthings alcogether appertei- 
ning to follie, as in ſupertluoustem - 
peringof mcates, or in delicacies, the 
onely companionof .inconftancie,the 
| goadeto Juxurie and birthe of death, 
| | - and from whence he receiuech his on- 
- | lieconceptiqm:: . nh 
Oh vide gourmandiſe , the onelye 
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peftilence tohumane kinde, by gobd 
reaſon qughteſt thou tolive among 
men, who naturally are enemyes to 
theyrowne ſelues., Thouart he which 
troubleſtthe braine , impeacheſt rea- 
fon, prophaneſt chaſte cares, miſorde. 


reſt the behayiour of: them thou poſ- 
 feſſeſt,thoubeggereſtthem that inhe- 
it thee, thoulayeſt ambuſcadoes for 
chaſte thaughts , thou loadeltthe ſpi- 
its with. laſciuiouſnes 3: thou art bee 


that didſt murder our firſt. father , and 
ſo brought an vniverſall death yppon 


all mankinde, thou- fouldeſt E/aues 


birthright;zthoumaſſacredſi the people 
inthedeferr: in breefe, thou art the 
only inſtrument, wherwithare-crected 


| all circumuentions that: worke-vie- 
lence to our foules, and eſpecially in 


the perſons of men, the ordinarie mis- 
niſters.ofthy perniciouspraRiſes. 


 Weread enough concerning intem« 
perance,of Hebogabalnr, of Caratalla, 


Caligula, Lucullas, PhaongXerxes; Avie 


loxenus, 


 Fippur, Myleot Crotona, andof Phi- 


OS ———————— 
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| | loxenus,whointreated 7uprter to pant 
| | himtheneckofa Crane, to taſte with 
> | more leyſurethe ſweetnefſe of his de- 
| | licate viands : likewiſe of Candavles of 
, | Lidia, of Hermagoras, of Alexander, 
. | Darins, Marke Antbonie, with many 
, | otheramong the Pagans, Weeread' 
- | beſide in holyScripture,of Holophernes' 
| theenemie to God, a moſt diflolute+. 
- | man,of Dauidinſome ſort,of Armor 
his ſonne, the Beniammnes, theolde ac-i 
cuſers of Suſanna, the Gomorrbifts and 
Sodowmnts: bur of intemperate'Woinen 3 
you-ſhall verye hardly finde'anythat: 
can be ſpoken of ;-Ueſta was ſo ſober 
in her life ; that the'Painters figured: 
Rſtingby hor ; as Exerciſe by Dans; 
Maieſtie-by'/ans;, and Prudence by- 
Minerus, I will referre to your owne' 
1dgement; that (ſeeing theſe vettues 
could be no way better fipnified; for 
nme'they would haveappeared'moft' 
wonſtrous) if womens narures'muſt 
natneedsbe celeftral;yeaenen in their: 
ordinatyand cuſtomarie funions. 

; £ D:5 Swearche: 
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-Searchthorowall Germanie, which 
1s the empire of all drunkennefle and: 
ſeruitudeot-the ſober : ye ſhall nor 
finde one womag, but ſhe is notoncly 
free from being taxed with that beaſts 
linefle , but- likewiſe-iF- ſhee- have 
once ouer drunke ; it-is ſufhicjent for 
her.cuer after. Where contrariwiſethe 
men, they hardly reſpetany.orher exs 
ercife,chen tofling &.emptyin o of the 
pettes, which is more ſhamefull:rothe. 
voſlatiable,. then the Wine they die 
corgecanbeto them healchfull, But 
perhaps-you will-fay vnta me, it:is not. 
ieemelyſor awoman to drinke much, 
and therefore thatfolly may be tolle- 
ratedinmen. \Letmereturneyee this 
anſwere, cull dooingisno.more/per- 
mitted tromenthen women,the rather. 
in this reſpe& ;. becauſe men. make 

 vaunts of becing their ſuperjours,and 
that womens primacie.conkiiethoot. 
in commanding;but in.obeying Alas, 
this \cxcellence_is/nor-in the, degree, 
but in ſuch hehauiour as m 


akes them 
woorthy 


0 f womens Vertues. 39 
woorthy therof: yet they will approue 


thar good in themſelues, whichthey 
thinkebad aind/condemne ini women, 
25 if vice and yertue were fimitred by 
role defſeignes 'ahd as though by 
their manerof'! if and demeanor hey: 
were no way. ſubie&t eyther to one or 
other. Wherin they declare; how much 
they difſ-ne from nate; who never” 
ord ayhed tothe! ſubie&wh creſhea aps' 
poitacd moons; but what was apt 
& conuenient for it; orelſe ſuch reſt as 
ſhuld'ftrot be vn profitable, ike a faich-- 
full Occonomie of graces', and mother” 
of all Hierarchie. Nay more, theſe pro- 


phae men would binde the ſemitine 


ſexe rofuch laws as theniſelucs are not' 
able to obſerve, lawes drawne from 
their owriiealofie,their ſuf, pitron, their: 
weaknes,thcir atarice, their depravedt 
conftioee! their ride;thinking't $00 od 
ro prokibite others, ſitch things thee 
feljes alld meter efeN: whe the) Yd 
haue reoarde rotheir owne pert iculce 
imperfeQtion, & tivt the law of nature? 
Cans who: 


_ .Thedefence' 

who meaſures the -confirainte of her 
will; her will-by the inclination; her 
inclination. by. that, whichis moſt pros, 
per ,, and the-molt, propper: by that. 
which is moſt common,and moſtne+, 
ceflarie for the conſeruation. of her. 
 kinde, CRE, SV LISIG 

| Let vs now ſpeake of Liberalitie, 
which is as worthy noting in her, pwn, 
ſubieR, as anye other. yertue- in. the, 
worlde befide,ſo royalland ſeemel]y is, 
ſhee in all faire-mindes whatſocuer, 

More familiar is ſhce with women, 
thenmen, forthey are naturally full of 
pittic , mercie. and. diuineſt - charitie.. 
Thcy. vſe-continually to viſite Hoſpi». 
zalles,, Priſons, and other places of; 
wants , togiue affiſtance tothe miſe». 
rics of men, whofillthe ayrewiththeir 
wretched Jamentations : yea-, thoſe 
places that commonly have becne ns, 
ſeed. with theyr bad ſaugur:,, wo» 
men, hauginor. ſpared to. make. theyr 
vſuall. accefle vnto « e Hanſobus mo» 
aument , builded by a Woman in. 

wie  xemems 


Om mon ie 
| 
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membrance of her husband , is a ft 
ater of ſuch eſpeciall eſtimation,as F:| 
he yery-richeſt Sepulkures of Kinges PW 
joe thence deriue theirnames;as from t 
efountaine of all honour and excels In 
ence." 1d Sie, + 8 | | 
Sarteſbkia wife to Arphaxed', gaue 
ntruRion for building the proude 
1d incomparable walles.of:Elcha- 
102;, as: you; May -at- large read m 
emnon of Epheſus, Periſatis Queene 
f Perſtaicauſed allthe Monarches of 
ha to be buried in pure golde, and. 
uſtituxed a ſacrafice to Cyrus, the ex- 
pence whereof-amounted yeerely to. 
athouſapnd/Afﬀicke tallentes ; accor= 
ding to.the report of 'Dremſus: Male 
WW; vio ttt 1a G49 af3 1 
Olympia,” mother to. Alexander ,. 
employediſeauen-bundred. thouſand. 
crownes,jn.ercting an Alter: to..Iws. . Loh 
puer Hammon; vpon the coalt of Ace: Ri 
a redeemed five thou- ol | 
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aunty Clropetr x 
ſand'Romaines, for two, millions-of wi 
poide andthirty xownes, which = Ni 
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The defence 


in a perpetuall Aprill of theyrtyme, 

Dtanagaue chaſtity, diligence , and 
honeſt care of houſholde aftayres.. So 
that but for the hiberalicy of theſe be. 
fore named; the Gods had had no Al- 
tars,and men had bin-depriued of all 
vaderſtanding.. 


Iuno placed Hercules among the 
Gods number : Pallas Viiſſes , Venus 


e Encas,Tihetrs Achilles, Diana: Hppne 


| tuns, Veſta Romulus, Iſis Pompilurs, 


Calipſo was1o liberall , :notwithſtan 
dingrhe ingratitude of Vier: : as ſhe 
would haue- made. him immortall, 


which he refuſed, through a baſe de. 


fire, . of {ſeeing once againe the chym-. 


neys ſmoke of Ithaca or Cafſina, 


ſort, 


Menthrough fob malice led; 


 Fflecme be Voce i Gertues fleed,. | TY 


And doe concept iniquity, 


In their raſh brames 4 very. t n 
' Fo women her blonde: 4.x 
In uling Pen runny, T-01 


which cauſcd ow to "ys out in this. 


=. . --: 
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e, | Becauſe they make them gractons, 
d | 1nd change their Fortunes ominous, 


' By perfection of therr bimade, 
0 Tobe good haps that they can fine. 


Lf - Plato in like manner affirmeth, 
ll that wornensſociety hath made ciuill 
the moſte outragious condition of 
[mens lives: yea, ſuch as naturally haue 
[bcenbarbarous,and enemies to their 
owne kinde :. as Ceme was to his bro= 
3 ther Abell: one of Noahs fonnes to 
his owne Farther :: Abſolom to Danid, 
and many others beſide in the Holy 
Scripture, © | | : 
Amongſtthe prophane they haue 

- flocxceeded, as there.is not nowe ſo 
y [many women living, as we' can num« 
$- [der men reclaymed, onely by the diſs 
[crete counſell ofttheyr company,and 

\ [froughtintothe perfe& path gf wiſe. 
dome : ſo eſpecially it pleaſed Hea«. 

3 Juento beſtow theſe graces, vponthis 
! Ffexe ſo divine and bountifull in all 
rertues:as my vitermoſt praiſes Comes 
are too ſhare of theyrexcceding me- 
Its» 
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- withall, ſupported the miideedes c 
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ritS- 

Empedocles, that great ſearcher and 
friend to nature , was wont to fay : 
that woman was her meere renewed 
Image;and her very leaſt conſiderat,. 
on in the ſubictofthinges natural} 


extended it ſeife much more neete 


ro truth , then the deepeſt ſearch of 
curiofitie of man could reach: ynto, 


' The <Egiptian Hieroghftcques fign 


red the Heauens by awoman;hauing 
hereyes couered,, and laden with ma- 
ny mountaines on. her. backe'; mean- 
ing heereby , that thoſe diuine crea: 
tures ſaw allthinges,cuen they which 
were to.come, asthem preſent, and 


men with a forgetfull remifſion ; figs 
nifyed: by the burdens fo: farce. from 
theyr regard,as al mens defes what 
ſocuer , were caſt behinde theyr 
backes. 

; 3 It nowe remaines-' for mee to 
ſhewe , howe Hiftoryes doe abound 
with examples of men 'prodigioufly 


rich, 


6f womens vertues, 34 
ich, as Daxid himſclfe witneſfeth 
in this verſe: e Men are ſo vnſatia» 
ble, as they thinke themſelues poore,e- 
ven When they poſſeſſe riches #m greateſt 
gboundance, 

Holy wit lets vs fee in this appa- 
rell , the wealthy N2ball : whoſe 
or} extreame auarice was approoued bY 
to. the ſecond King of Ifraell, even wi 


on] the pernill of his life almoſt. - _ 
ng | It ſhewes vs Achab likewiſe, tak- 
nal ing away the goodes of Nabeth: And 
arvſ in the newe Teſtament, we may look 
ea] ypon Simon Magus; | 
ch} In prophane tories , wee behold 
nd .2fidas, Croeſus, Seprimilins, Dioni- 
off fur , Chriſophilus , T antalns ,, Lys 
19l caon, 
on 7uaxrth cryed. out ( as Saluſt re- 
ate} cordeth ) that the Empire of Rome 
yr beeing to bee folde : Fortune too 
much iniured him. in letting him 
knowe it , and not admytring him 
the meanes to compaſſe the won=- 
derfull ' riches. which. belonged _o 
[nc 
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T be de fence 


the Primatesof the Romain common 
wealth. 
Virgill,and(before him) eLppolont. 
&; and Creſias, depainted to vs Polim- 
reftor of Thrace, a man ſo carried a« 
Way withauarice, as he violated althe 
rights of hoſpitality , and wickedly 
murdered Po/:dere, ſon toKing Priem 
his neighbour, 
 Tmight hauea world of worke, if 1 
ſhould heere ſet downe the Geraudes 
of Thylos, who folde theyr Siſter to 
the Lappyans :7oſephs bretheren,who 
offended in like ſort : theKing of Pere 
fia,that cauſed the tombe of Cyrus to 
be opened, within which this inſcrip* 
tion wasto:be read, * | 
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T how man mſatiate,cone!ons, 

Cruell, Gnhonde and barbarous, 

This Tombe by thee had not been ope, 

| But that thy cometonsextreame, 

Heeve to haue found 4 Diademe, 

Game thy thoughts that greed) [copee 

Thy comming 1 right well did know, 
For heauen did the [ame fere-ſhew, 
nd thy frumtlefſe hope beſiae: - 

TO | cert 
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Heere ger /t thou nothing for thy paine, 
But this poore carkaſſe fr aile and Fame, 
To ſpeedy death thy preſent guide. 

I haue made mention ſufficient of 
womens liberality, as alſo the auariti- 
ous nature of men:itis now high time, 
that by humility (wherewith they are 
much more endued then men theyr 
aducrſarics: ) I ſhould cleuate them 
them ſo high, as the heauens may bee 
diſcerned vnder them, and that they 
ſerue to addorne heauen as vertues, or 
rather, that all yertucs are (as it were) 
their ſeruants, | 

 Triſmegsſtus che Prince of auncient 
Theologie, names humility to be the 
guide of the ſoule,andonely regent of 
all our ations. 
. Irisſhe that moderates violence, 
and yet is violent ypon immodeſty , 
compelling it to an abatement of ſuck 
 heate,as many times makes itſelferoo 

much acquainted with men, which 
very quickly carries them froma pers 
| Me an 
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The defence | 
ſwaſue kinde of pride, to incredible 
forgerfulnes of themaſeJues. 

The holy Bible offers the exam. 
ples of Sara, Heſter 3 and beyond all 
other, the new Tettament( which is 
the perfeCtion of witnefleto the Pro. 
phets) delivers vs the humility of the 
Saint abouc-all Saintes , the bleſſed 
Virgin- Marie, ſo humble both in ap. 
paraunce and eftcR, as it pleaſed God 
co make choyle: of her, For the birth 
of his-oncly Sonne our Lord Chriſt 
Icſus. 

Contrariwiſe, yeecannot but read 
of theambition of Caine,of Nimrod, 
{irns,2Abſolen, Haman, Reboboam, 

and many others beſides. 

—  Inhiſtorieslikewiſe ye ſhall finde 
the preſumption of Alexander, nam» 
ing himſelfe the Sonne of: /xpirer :. of 
Perrhus the Epirote « of Menecrates , 
who called himſelfe a God : of Ca- 
hphants , Xerxes , Rommlus , Caligula, 
Ceſar Senecion,Patricins,and eHarks 

Amthonie, © |; 


> © wa ; % T . e t 
;21iSH, Among 


Tae Ae. - wee 


mong our moderne men,of Borgi« 
Leo, Boniface ,Caraffa,Baldwyin the 
npoſture, and ſo many more beſide; 
[ my (elfe ſhould ſeemie ambitious 
fa very yaine matter, if [ would make 
citall of them ; producing withall , 
hatis ſaid of Hamiball,of Ntcanor, 
f Sa/monens, of the Atoides, Promee 
heus: Icarus, Tiphon,Phacton,che Gie 
ats ingenerall,and iu breete, a whole 
drole ofthe like: but eſpecially fuch 
Sree arus ſpeakes of im his Odes. 


le 


1 | Mad men pho jn their proper praiſe, 
\ | 11 crowne themſelues with laurell bayet, 
* | Pelecotherſeecke effedtually, 
| Þ into the bottom of the gr aut. | 
For that whereby they honor haue, 
And thereby lie mm memory. 


: And Muſeu in his ſongs, 


Thoſe that were of Lesbos Iſte, 
Game rhemſelues an honourd tile. 
| Which was indeed but Vilhany, 
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Liketo 4n aged Ranens noatey | ” 
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- Tuto ſome withred Elme bemy got, 

To telithe world her hermony, 
The Sea they doe reſemble well, 

Which [raches as if it were 20 hell. 
Though to the cloudes it oft ariſe, 
-Or like the Sea-man that would breake, 
A huge rocke with b13\Qarer tco weake, 
When fond conceite thus dmmes bu: eyes, 


 Wherecanbe read a matter more 
inſupporcable , then the infalence off 
Came, who anfviered his Lord andfj 
creator ; Haſt thou given Abell 
brotherto my cuftoay; or am I to yeelalh | 
account of him? 
Contrariwiſe, where can be heard 
of a more humble creature, then the 
Cananite, who hauing not offendedat | 
all, held her elfe nor onely faultyin 
_ the fatof her religion: but compa: 
ring her ſclfe to he bruire beaſtes, 
combared againſt, the rigour of le- 


| 
| 
ſus Diſciples , and that with ſuch} ' 
( 


mighty modefly, as hadnot the holy| 
Scripture expreſſely reported it , it 
would haue exceeded belecfe: yea, all 
© ONES "5 florian 
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of wore vs ;Yertmues. 37 
hiſtoriesels inthe world befade, Jae 
ry Magdaleinr:humility. cannot be. ce 
qualled inccompariſon;\ by the very 
humblcſt ſubmiſfion'of mien'ingene- 
rall or:perticuler, wyping onr Saui-= 
ours feete with the hayre of her head, 

" | being as then but ſcamtly knowen -vn« 
|| co her, Sgt wes os 

But if yee will commend. the info. 
lence of a man, it.is, to be noted atthac 
yery inſtant , when one crycd out: 
What loſſe commits this Woman, at this 
reſent ?, Such odours might haue 
hs. ſold ata very good rate, andafy 
rd terward beflowed vpon the pore... 
beſt Burlec ys lezuediuine 2uthorityes, 
x} and looke intohiftories, Hippolita the 
nj Amazone was ſo humble and lowly 
a] to T beſexs ,that he hauing receiued a 
s;| hurt with the, Bulles horne of Praxila 
cj on his; right ſhoulder ; ſhe yied often 
hf} times to. lick. the wound with, her 
ly tongue ;. whereas! 'euen Chiron the 
th} Cearaure grewe offended. . . 
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' * But fo hawe faire H pools, 

iS0 worthy wot ng FHery Wa3s |. 

in thy houſe to watte on * 
jou rein an els: race her [ er RE, 
: : le thy tt wi Si free 
of The Je fo _ chee arg 
As goodneſſe, honeſty Ap veftue, 
arconely principall among the per« 
feftions of the tainde,ſo in chat: only 
ſubieRe iwoiulde! '] toncladd heere 
mydiſcotirfe?'biirthitT-cintior' well 
doe it, ynlefle thereby T'vine-men' to 
ynderſtand , that whatſocuer' Bood- 
nefle abideth in thern, is only butbot- 
rowed, andthe vety mine z0odnefſe 
of the vole world confifteth'i if WO# 
men, who('to ſpeake no more then 
ruth ) are asa fouleto- the whole y- 
niucrſſe,and the eſpeciall procurers of 


al Eleſtiall bleſſings. 
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_ The Romaines-among(t all-cheir 
conqueſtes,made an intermingling of 
firange Geddes, and cauſed Altarsto 
be erected vnto.them ,; yet ,notwith= 
anding, inthe de{poyle of ſo many 


nations, they could neuer get any one | 
God that bare the tytle of good, ſo * 
rare was this qualitye w—__ them Li 
which were figured'in the thapes of Fl 
men. Andyetinthe very cradle of their bl 
Empire,they had a Goddeſle of good- Fol 
» | nes,named Veſta, ſohighlyeternized FU 
« | for herdeſerts, as atone time ſhe was Fn 
# | honored with ſeaucn hundred crowns "ſh 
e || ofpuregolde , and neuer could men | 
| Þ haue the credite toenter her Temples bby 
> | EnninsthePoetrenowneth her inthis ( 
- | manner. * OE, il. 
| Veſta pood Godde/ſe )is (ole ; Rc? £8? $11 
E Of af CR x Irony | "0 
ſe Allether Gody are feeble m their ought, p30 's þ 
n | 2»: fre and Pallas, who gines wiſedomes ſights nh 
's i F< ntl 4 
f | The goodneſle of funo is noted of F 
we one, and farre to exceede the f 
mallice of Lupirer ," for though ſhee Zu 


'E 2 had 


We o 
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Had pood cauſe to- procure his outer. 
throwe,forbeingſolong time tyedby 
the hecles toone Mil-ſtone, agaynft 

all lawes of equity and reaſon: yet did 
 ſhenot fotbeare to diſcouer to him, 
the ſecrettraines laide for him by the 
otherGods, who were growen weary 
of his _ and oppreſſion ; which 


made the Greeke thus to ſpeake of 
Her, 
Juno, the goodnes over rave, 


Made thee to0 hinde and debounaire, 
T's thyGngratefull buzband till, 

When faftned to his clog too long, 

He ext the God,and did thee wrong, 
Tet did/t thou alwaies ſhield his ill, 


The goodnefle of Sirua of Corinthe, 
was exceſliue,if exceflebe to be found 
in ſuch ayertuc, for being forſakenby 
her husband, a man beyond all mez- 
 ſiredifſoluce , & wiſelylearning how 

he ſpenthis time: to wit, in the fe well / 
which was the jmoſte infamous inallfj 
Greco, where hee had yuerly 


_ wut +> ws 


= 
- 
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of womens vertues. 
and conſumed himſelfe : She yet ap 
ointed him an annuall penſion , that 
bake wherewithall to diffray his 
charges, he might in time Jearne to- 


a leaue that wicked kinde of life, 
hf Pirterch makes mention of a Cours 


«| tezane {okitide and affable, thar ſhee 
{ gaue a | apa Crowne of inaruailous- 
yalew, the very ſum of all her riches 
conſifting therein: toa young man , 
who had refuſed her for another, to 
whome he gaue the very ſame crown, 
with the will and conſenr of her, who 
had bin his before firſt Miſtrefſe & 1lo-- 

_ ver. Oh worthy courtezane,the hiffory” 
dottithee:wronse in giving thee that 
name, for bythis one deed chou haſt 
rayſed ſo many vertuous opinions of 
1 thee,and ſer downe ſuch a memory of 
| thy woorth: as theythatſhall defame. 
Tf thee, will bebur infamous, thoſe that 


4s we. | , 
| 4<cuſethee, but ſnarling detraQtours, 
; and he that refuſed thee, well wore 


' thy thenameofa wretch and ynthank- 
full, 
E 2. 


Whe 


The ” "00 


| Who cat1but maruajle at the good. 
' neſſeof Proſerpine lbe haujng beens 
Rolne from the Theater of men: yea, 
from her' mothers lap, the terreftti« 

all Paradiſe of her contentment, and 
hurried into a place of darkeneſſe, 

| horrour and difpayre ,'by a Tyrant, 
more couetous of. her beaury, then 
matrymoniall coniunRion + did ne- 
uerthclefſe make [upiters intent knows 
'en ro Plato , to the heauens great 
ſcandale., and perpecuall ces of 
the necher regions , where ſhe was 
confined , to preuent a. ſecond fub-. 
ucrihon of the world, which would 
haue enſued ypon her rape againe , as 
"hay that which Pluto —_ 
ſai 


Fre hy Aud thunder make me'let ber gee, 
Ile borne the heauent,fo doth her beauty move, 
Deare care t0 keep 4 lewell gorten IC © me HE 


Deſpight my brothers force,ſhe 1s my lowe, © 
And fooner ſhall che Sunnes bright golden torch, 


Be ſaſfrond in theſe dam and nether nookes, 
ny Je | 4 Ere 


Ewen 156 man, cannot eaſily als 
| iq 20 
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Ire ſhe be carriedforrth of Ptocsportch, 
That giues me life ande ence by hex (token, 


kd Va TY : dh : I 
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Empedocles; eAriftorle ad Plinis 


| have affirmed, rhat the beſt kinde of 


beaftes are thoſe twhich inoſte'vſe r6 
weepe + if ir. be-(b ;-thete- is nothing 
mire farily ins worranthers teares, 
nay 545194 thing ſo'naturally-pjuen 
vato2thenni; as' T have*fioted many 
Ladyes /\nvt'to looſe 'one totte of 
their-perfeKion thereby ;bur{rather 
to increalef ir; mich more By theyr 
teapes)(/* bs ofÞecially- proceeding 
fom 2 ſpring-"6r ſoultſe-of 'grace 
bowe \ftratige then is the ſauage h#< 
wrejbf.men.,who never weepe but” 
onelythrough-chollor?- But Homo 
yeeldesthertaſoritherofjinthis nian- 
fotvo cio! yoo if ann pM oe. meJ 


A Woman being of hex: felfe "more 


ter fron bes firſt oveeprionhich 


2 SV, * » + SS {? 3 4 + 0 * Ks: 
ber joongy to Weept then aman,wbo takes = 
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But this.ts moſt cexteine., teares only 
proceed from unexcreding good nature, 
and all thoſe beaftes( moſt capable of en« 
[trubtzop Ao 6 ſuD)efhe he refnunnggt 
- . Lyons; Beares: and Tygers:neuer 
weepe, faith e/Luerraes, becauſe rage 
isſo familierwich them , as they can» 
not beeteught to.ſhunne ther owne 
harmes; Byt:harſes and Elephantes 
vic to weepey aslome mengocynor 
fo much for theirnatural humiditie, as 
2 cercayac' feeling, of inward ſadnes; 
for the Hars (alcogetherhot) weepes 
oficntimes, being purſued andtayn. 
ted ;andafter this manneris-the wees 
ping. of , cen, 3; bug; heyong. all,-the 
woman is. fubiect 40 yeares » eſpecis 
ally ſhe, in. whome. moſte ſweenrieſſe 

_ andtenderaes is found, . It ſfemes the 
Comick Menander knew ſomewhat 
un this raſc,whon he faide:;.u4 Þ. 
lt N03 LORURI At "TR WNB30V%41002 
Fer wapien do weep for harmesonah them befal 

tan while their barbaroys band (e510 
. Newer fire rhinking on their elles ar all, =. 
Id] THITHIY TAS 51410 
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When deſperate haJard of moſt ſharp 4m990), 
With hurly burly through the City flues, 
Deſpoilde and widdowed of her liberties, 
T his foolsfh courage women doe deſpiſe, (wiſe. 
Aud by their teares exprefſe themſelues more 


| Andromache the wife of Hefor , 
was endued with ſuch goodnes, as 
' | her {eruantes were in her houſe as in 
1 aTemple: yea, ſhee rooke care and 
' | paines:for managing her husbandes 
' | horſes), he himſelfe neuer hauing ſo 
" | much courage, as ſhehad vertues . I 


may referre thee for further proofe 
heereof, to Homere where the Lackies 
of Paris tearmes her a Pithagorician 


for this cauſe, 
* . Ir is range to heare how ſome 
bawle againſt this text, for they talke 


of Metempſichofts, which we call tran« 


ſauimation, the paſſage ofſoulesfrom - 


one body-to another : and then will 
notſticke withallto ſweare, that the 
Authour. heereby meaneth ſome de- 
ceipt : but hcerein they reſemble lit- 


tie-chyldren, who imagine belles to - 
Es; ſound. 


| of womens yertues. At. 
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The defence 


| foundallthatthey ling. 

[ul Cenſorina hauing heard , that 
ſentence. of. death was pronounced 
againſt her husband , diſguiſed him 

ſo ſodainely, as the Taylor imagined 
him to be her, ſoſhe remained pri\ 
ſoner in bis habite, while he eſcaped 
with ſafety of life,. ; 
Theytbreatned her with corments 
to reucale where he was :bur ſhe re- 
plyed, never make ſpare of mce, for 
1 haue done no more then a woman 
bk | ought to doc. 
There is-no true hiſtorian , that 
euer did fer downellike example of a 
_ -man. | knowe very well that ſome 
will obiee vnto mee, howe Dininec 
Orphens deſcended into hell , there. 
to demaund his fayre wife of Pluto : 
| but if hee did ſo, it was. more bes 
cauſe hee. coulde not liue without 
her , then for: any! eſpecial good- 
nefſe remaining- in himlelfe, -confide- 
xing hee was a perpetuall enemy. to 
WONG. 
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of wohiens yertues. 4 
Likewiſe hee belraued | himſclfe ſo 


Il if -£/chtlus ſay true, 


— 


- > Cn IN I ETSY 
rhe eneardthe bigh Meracts, 
' ©/4/17hs beauteant dings of Thrace, 
' Avid being this diſhrronredl, © 
Loſt firſt hisharps and they hus bead *. 
Twould not aduiſc men tofſhed any 
reares'for lim ' becaulc happily they 
haue too few for themſclues. . The ge- 
nerall hiſtorie of nations tells vs, that 
an infinite, number of good women 
vowedthemſelues to their husbands 
graues ,. as not deliring any longer 
life aftefthem:.” » » we mh; 

Wiſe Salomer , hath figured forth 
a good Womarito vs, and though ſhe 
come ſhort of many eſpeciall qualities: 
due to ſuch perfeRion : yer hath hee 
deſcribed in her more excelſent mat- 
ters \ then caribee in a man,whom. 
he eſtedmeth not capableofanypraile, 
For fatth he': T7 2004 Woman 15 an tn= 
eftiniable treaſurte. ' 


Jas 


Es can a 9 4D v2 


. 
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In this Song of Songs, he. fings 
nothing elsthen of the yertuous wo« | 
man. 

Plato held, thatſhee is no lefſe to 
beedeſired'.in afamilye , then a iuſt 
Magiſtrate in a common wealch:this 
made - them. paynt -Uenus ſtanding 
on a Tortuſe, toſhew, that a wo- 

 manought neceſlarilye. to. keepe; at 
home, Poſiidonius nameth a woman, 
the cyc of neceſſity., meaning there- 
by that her fore-ſight being as:a:Sun 
of grace,a houlc is waſte and deſolate 
without her beames , and men can 
neuer clearely ſec into their houſhold 
affayres, but onely by the warie cye of; 
theyc wives... 

' There is ſuch ſuperaboundaunce of 
ocodnefle in women ,. as Wee may 
rieue to ſee them deceiued by the 
olde mallice of men , who make 
no reckoning at all of theyr treaſons 


and treacheries : for, while they weep: 


like Crocadiles., they will ,ſweare 


by Heaucn and Earth, that. theyr 
affece 


Om 7 


of womens vertites. 43 
feRionsareloyall,their woud? faiths 

full, cheir behaviour ſound +444 yer. 
all this, i i141 tewe (13 Y* 0 21tEt > -, they 
ire found more -+jalle then the Hunas 
m2 *13rate! 214 chen vipers, more in» 
onſtant chen the Polipe fiſh, mone 
wucil chen Tigers ,and lefle wonkie 
Jue then Hornets . Ariſtophanes ſhall 
ke my part, al:hough- he wasan As. 
henian, to wit , gadding minded. and 
Mncertaine \Tyke. many. one of. his 
ompanions.., | | 


To ſeduce faire women hmae, . 
Pretending loyaltie of mimae, 
And yet not loue but for 4 while : i 
Or elſe for baſe deſire of ___ af 
A greefe that many may complaine,. 
 Whenplaine apparance {hewed the guyitt ,,| 
It it a moi? Gnwoorthy hen, 
Farre different from. 15 11 ef, . 
That yo 5c FIAPD. 
' Whe being debowngire and wilde, 


. Nemer thnke grew to be ſo,Silat1 1 > 1 111 
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flufle out of mens ſtorchouſe;, looke 
then on deteſtable 'and vopratefull 
Theſeus,on Paris thelyerand periurdeſſ 
_ wvretoh on mconſiant Hercales , and 
diſloyal{: [aſon ,who all moſt falſelye 
decejued their friends, after they had | 
triumphedby their meanes and credit, 
I will not. ſay on-their honors : for 
theſe men { '\norje Woorfe that eur 
were) could 'not any way woundthe 
w__ and<laydable/reputation','o 
theſe their faire foſterers and! deareſt 
friends , which made them (indecd) 
more enemyes to them{clues, thenfſ 
they could be tothe renowne of theleſſ* 
Ladyes , whoſe vertues may. perhaps* 
bee coucht with ſome flaunder , but” 
their immoceritnatures ſtand free from | 

r 


iniurie , and their good cariage from 
all baſe ſuſpition, Yet let vs conhid 

heerewithall, thata woman-can aut 
no greaterenemythen a man, who i 
like vato's raucnous Lyon) contin 
allye ſecking to deuoure. new ſpoyle 
Oli ſexe ablioniicable; thou arr rot 
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of womens vertues, 44 
Jhouch affe&ted to thy ſelfe, troknowe 
nghtly jndeede howe to-yſe women 
Ekinde,cſpecially in theſe dayes, wheres 
1lin,as faith the Italian Poet... FP; 


Th abortizees of ths cittre in a flame,: | 
Do at their commmmies woes but mate 4 game. 


| :Andan other: 
4Coridon, 4 Coridon g.2pes afrer gaine;. 
And nothing pleaſeth hi but women paine.. 


' Not many moneths fince, 2 Gaf- 
coigne Gentleman: became amorous 
fof a young and yertuous maiden, and: 
raifde vp ſuch'a_ ſcandale to- mens re= 
putation,who ſpare not to fault inthe 
lyke offence :- a5 enforcerh mee to ſet 
downe the hiftorie , not {o much to- 
make thern the- more-infamous-,,' as 
to make knownethe iuft yengeatice,. - 
which. this honeſt. V.iagin tooke.on 
the. ingratitude. of her feygned. and. 
diſſembling friends... 

| wo He: 
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T he defence 


He,after 2 mijlion ofpurſuites, fild 
full of ſecuices, complaincs,teares and 
premiles,ycr. notab.c ©o compaſle his 
yalawtu!! gefires: forgothim ſelfe {6 
Farre , as to publiſh abroade with no 
fillie proteſtations, that hee was not 
meanely intereſted into the Maidens 
beſt fauours. She hauing no other ſup, 
porte for her innocencie,then the true 
witneſle of her ſoule, vnattainted and 
free from ſovile an infamie ; raiſde vp 
her ſpirits with ſuch righttfull diſdaine, 
againſt the vniuſt rauiſher ofher repu. 
tation,as ſhe ſpared not to kill him in 
the middeſt of a yerye honourable af. 
ſembly,where ſhe waited long for the 
effeQing of ſuch a woorthy enterpriſe, 
Which ( vnder correRion of ..berter 
iudgement)in my minde deſerued ra 
ther pardon and recompence-, then 


any ill zeproche, {candale or. puniſh- 


ment, For, || 
Patience importuri db durth conmert to hate, © 
Hnadwho'[3 .quitterh not an offered blame: 
Cf "i 
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of: womens-verthes., 45 
Neuertheleſle, in the Parlement at. 
. [Bncdeautx ,) ſhee' was! condemned: to 
Jloofe hethead, men did ſo eatneſtlye 
Jpurſue the cauſe.Bur after their rigour 
became ſomewhat more moderate, 
ſhee” was confyned vato perpetuall 
4 007-1 Ewould very:willing- 

herz:f I could:contert-my 
oikna homie of: gblde; as tome» 
inc didrheSongof Sarurwes:. 


7 Lok davy c00pej! we the pare, 


By other meanes Ipillger ntheredhs | 
PAT ctubltic F niegive io bend, ; 

y thoſe braaitions hokes which Bir Diſtal 
hg: By aha then. 401 debonaive,", 


Yale mere 12 fright wee ſro ſe ſeicttie faire,” ) 
Theh on the h auſe Ie ramea ſhower of golde,,.. 
Fo glue cheir eyes , while Lowe makes mt mee mars 


HRASOSE bolde. 

When Jane would haue Broad 
he uvarofotlowy, ſhee eftecthed'tis. 
| fecomperice woorthy: 'of ſuch grace, 
but the offer of ene-of her Nimp diced 
[hereto the Godfo well lent a eare; 

[33 heeffeRedthac, which before hee 


[ould by no means = to promuſe. 


T be defence 


will noradmic thee to mollifie "cs 
furics,witneſſe that-which Longs fait 


Mon of their furie would be mach aſhamde, 
And their behawiour mightily be blamade, 
Did they but ſee the wood Nimphes golden life, 
So ſweete, ſo pleaſing ,avd ſo Soide of firife. 


: Pharaohs daughterhad more goods 
neſſe in her, then all the Egiptians be- 


ſide could be ſtoard with malice , ſheeſ} 


was more kinde and affable, then her 
father was figorous,, let mee nor ſaye 


cruel. : for a | fry, oa 
liwe deliuerer oyſes, did Thee ſave 


from ſhipwreck, yeathe gulfe of death, 
atouching himfor hexg-owne ſonne i 
atinie moſt dangerous; fo that jtmay 
(vnderreucrence) be ſaid, it pleaſed 
God toimake her doohim ſervice , 
well as oyſes in ſucha necde, andall 

for thedeliuerance of his people, 
-» Heredotis the father of hiſtories, (0X 
it fpoake in-no difpraiſe to Plutarch,) 
makes rehearſall-of.a 'Spartane wo- 
 man,who lect ſcapea priſoner from het 
ad y/ | houſe, 
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of womens vertues. 47 
£ houſe, that had incarneſt ſmirten hers 
and becauſe her husband ſhould nor 
kill him for it,ſhe ſaucd his life;by ſen- 
| ding himto Thebes. Yee ſhall hard+ 
fe, | lie finde the like qualicie in men , by 
; {| natureaddited to cruelcie, and more 
enclined to offend their friends, then 
{| pardon anythat haue doone them in» 
Wrie. q _ | 
Homer maketh mention of Pallas, 
who qua!lified the rage of the fierie 
Godot warre, that but for her would 
have made a generall deſtruction, 
1 | when he vnderſtood the death of his 
. | ſonne. The fugitive eEneas , might 
yi ng enough have wanted humaine 
y ſuccour, yea, lyfe and all had vtterlye 
miſcaryed: if (as a helpe vnexpeRed) 
hee had not happened to the good 
Queene Dydo,where he found a-bleſe 
| ſed haven after ſo many miſhaps ,and 
) much better was entertained then his 
''f baſerrecherie deſerued.T hraſillaſaued 
Phorybas,who ſcaled her houſe to rob 
hbours 


would 


dm _— 


a Y'>; The defen ce 


would haue flaine him, ſhe ſaid + Let 
him alone;he is but a foole , and hath 
doone no hartne but to my windowe 
nayles. Herſilsa ſeeing /Melantbus in 
the Temple at Delphor, and that hee 
would hauc ſtolne a Crowne thence, 
Which Perſexs had cauſed there to bee 
ſacred; excuſed him to the Preeltes, 
who had likewiſe perceiued him, tel 
ling them,that he was a Goldſinith of 
Athens, and her husbands hoſte , who 
came not thither with any ill intent, 
but onlye had a curious defite after 
workemanſhipe, which ſhe allwayes 
had-knowne him addifed vnto. All 
the {renche had miſcaried at the Scici« 
lian Veſpres, except ſuch as ſaued 
them ſclues in Sperlnga: but that they 
were aduertiſed by aNurſle, who ſer- 
ued the Pogeſia of the lle, wheredn 
Was WIItens: iro | 


7 Sperlinga only ſhol wot "RI 
Elſe all the Iſle to hanecie turwe,, 
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th Bpritjing Niro did many Frenth preſerue, 
[has 19.Sperhinga {urary monthes did [crue, 


e | When the Thebanesrecouered their 
e, ſſbcrtie from them of Sparta, and that 
e ſie tirannie of Charondas 'was viterly 
s, Extinguiſhed: the women of Thebes 
|. Freuayled ſo well with the two Cap= 
ff Fines PelopidasandEpamimondas,iultly 
o ſſliſpleaſed againſt chem of Lacedee 
, non ;. as-there were but yery tew put 
r $o the ſwoord, albeit they had beene 
0 iniuriouſlye handled , as the re- 
embraunce thereof could not bur 
xearkeſorne ito them, and bloudy 
uenge no morethen lawfull, When 
Promerhens- Role the fire from hea« 
en "and -/apiter bound- him to the 
houritCautafus, where ayulture'glut- 
d her ſelfe continually on his ene 
tayles-:''the® Goddeſſe 1ris tayned 
lowne aſhower of NeFar on this 0. 
er-hacdy mans brefd, till Zercules ar 
ngth became his deliuerer by-yn0- 
I EE er: | OT”. apy 
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Fad 


which e/Afctns ſaith. IB 


| T heederita, the wife to John Pale 
_ egus, ſeeing that her husband woul 
needes haue fiue ſlaues hanged for 


 Countic gheir keeper, who fled away] 
withthem,and were afterward neuct 


{clues the maſt. 
SAtn nes rs cs SO ns was uf .occ 
7 wCotr 
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The defence” | 
appointment, whogrewinto pittie of 
his hard extremitie;, notwithſtanding 
at one inſtant hehad cammirted twa 

Mightic offences :the one by his great 
ingratitude to 7#picer,the otherby hi 
execrable thett , according to, that 


Noxe more tngrateſwll then Prometheus wa,, 
I ho from the high and Gaulty houſe of heauen 
Srole holy fire, and thence away would paſſe, 
Haumy had gentle entertainement giuen, 
By all the greateft Gods im ſeemcly forte, 
Tea, Iupiter receiw'd him en hu Comrte. 


{mall offence, and that ſhee durkt not 
beg theyr liues , becauſe he was ſo fu 


rious : gaue a ſumme of money to: 


heardbf...Onthe daycof Saint Bu 
er wn French ſhew them 


bardarous that canbe 
| imagl 
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of imogined) there was a good aid har= 
ngf die woman,neere to whoma man had 
vl withdrawne himſelfe, as if it had been 
toa ſancuarie of aſſurance, from the 
rage of thoſe bruite beaſts who forci- 
blic followed him : ſhe caught a dize- 
uier by the coller, and would notler 
| him goe;, :albeir ſhee were halde and 
” | puld by the garments , yntill ſhe jud= 
ged the man'purſued to bee in ſound 
atetie,as indeed by her means it came 
ſo to paſſe, If ſuch a notable deede 
might not too much diſplcaſe/ the 
conditions of men , eſpeciallye the 
ey French executioners of their owne 
1 fellow Cittizens : I would bring ſuch 
AF arancke ( among them that I could 
name)as ſtrange hiſtories ſhou!d haue 
cauſe to complaine, that their ſubies 
vive them not leaue once to rehearſe 
x matter ſo memorable. bk 2. 

Sophronia returning from Church, 
and ſeeing two young men comeled 
as priſoners , laden with garments 
*J which they had Rolne fromher houſe, 
ET Þ | when 
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whenſhee was tolde by the officers, 
they had robde her of all, andleftiu 
nothing ,ſhee anſwered: That what 
they had doone, was by her own con: 
ſent , andthey tooke theſe things but 
as a pledge of a certaine ſumme of 
money,which in her neceflitie ſhe had 
| borrowed ofthem,and io they had no 
other puniſhment then feare onely. 
_ Hee that would take yppon him ro 
- numberthe ſtarres, ſhould not finde 
himſelfe ſo confounded by thcir infi- 
nitic in his fight: as I am dazeled with 
multiplicitic of matter, deliuered only 
vppon this ſubie& , which going be- 
yoad admiration, aſtoniſheth my ſen- 
ces, rauiſheth my ſpirits, wearies my 
hand, and by wearincſle difpoſſeſſeth 
mee of all hope , to get out of this 
boundleſſe Oceane : but that the ve\ 
ric goodnefle it ſelfe of this matter I 
handle, ſupplyes my defects, as con- 
- "ag witha little in ſo vnable a per« 
ON. 
I have faide ſufficient, concerning 
k Wo | + os 
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the happy qualities of women, which 
(to ſpeake truely ) triumphcth ouer 
men inall cheefe glory of perfeCtions, 


that can be affoorded by heauen and 


nature,who ordinarily makes herſelfe 
more admired in the feminine ſexe, 
then any ſubiect clſe whatſocuer: ne 
verthelefle, me thinkes I am iuſtly ro 
condemne my ſelfein all I have done, 
becauſe ir hath not caried the weigh= 
tic (tile it deſeruerh; much more then 
am I to be affraide, it 1 ſhould dare to 
make entrance among theyr: diuine 


graces, the celeſtiall forme of theyr 


Angelicall beauties, with what ſpt- 
ritI ſhould proceedin ſo highanem- 
ployment. 
eApelles thar skilfull and abſolute 
Painter, when hee ſhould figure the 


graces of Venus , found him ſelfe 


to bee in ſuch a ſtraunge confuſion, 
as hee was compelled to crye outz 
That hee was the onely enemie to 
his fame and credit, that did ſet him 
about CY referre 
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The defence : 


2t to your iudgements,ſceing Thrimay: 
tes could not portraite Agamemnont 
teares, forthe ſacrififing of his onely 
daughter : whether it Fo poſſible or 
no,to deſcribe the moſt ſweet attrac. 
tions of a young Lady,who in one in. 
Rant can cauſe both life and death,not 


_ onelyin men of homely mettall, but 


cuen the yery reſoluteſt perſon inthe 
worlde, you may beholde ( without 
any arte to helpe ) a hayrie tufte,dain- 
tily floating yppon a front largely ex- 
ferided, where twoeyes(or rathertwo 
Sunnes) make reſplendaunce with ſuch 
atemperate fire: as our ſences forget 
their condition, our ſpirits their iudg- 
ment, our hearts their freedome , and 


ourfoules all conccit, as caryed away 


with intire conſideration of ſo many 
meruailes. Neapolitan Sandzar aptic 


diſcourſeth thereon, * 


Beaxtie to the Lillie like, 
P leajeth with her dainrie white: 
Pliitedsnto radrant curlles, 
Which abour ſweetelihing burller, 
_ By ſo rare and pleaſirg conter, 


k 
' 
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Raiſmg Gp a ſecond honoy, 
= lic Jie waters falk, 

Running with 2 gentle brawle, 

In a chanell filuer hewate, 

All the hearbes enammeled, 

As 1t dooth ber treſſes (pred, 

By the flanders fog cre A 

It « lowely, like the Roſe, 

T hat m mornings dooth Gucleſe, 

Whenfaire heawen bath diftilde; 

On Auroraes cradle bed, 

Which the Gangian worſhipped, 

Her pearled drops through the fold, 


I can hardly thinke,that men ſhovid 


bee ſomiſgouecrned , as to preſume tv? 
haue any grace aboue that of wornen, 
ſeeing at all times by this fayre oroa- 


mentof nature ( which I dare call tne 


cheefeſt gift of heauen ) there hath 


beene ſuch woonders wrought there«. 
dy : as Tyrants haue beene made to 
forget theyr rigour ; Tudges haue al- 


tered their ſettled determinations ; 
ſterne people haue been pacified,and 
the very wiſeſt circumuented, as by a 
verye neceſlaric tranſportance of the 


minde, | Th 
F3 By 


of womens vertues. 53. 


wv, K — on” + « Mrs "y 6 4 
_ - 
—_—— 
” —_ he wt y beta CA. ian = - [4 " oo 4 La 
——_— : a - 
m_ - 0 AE q . + 2 _—_ . 
_—_ A . 1 * Fs — F 2 APTS..4 EC Coe - = —_ ot. Wa. -. - > 


"_ _— O— 4 _ 
* we 
Fl ap 44th, «a 
= _—R WI ra." 
: "gw 


i 7 go og rn $45 Tony ao. 


—— 


a . : 
ES . 
3: 
. FL 
” " pd " 


- The defence 


By this gracious endowment, fayre 
Heſter gaue concluſion to the Kings 
of Perſiaes cultome , conftraynivg 
Ahbaſarrus to offer her his royall rod, 
as iwell when hee ſcemed to be moſt 
mooued with choller, as in the time 
of more pleaſing acceptance, By this 
means /uro,as Homer recordeth, knew 
howtolull a fleepe her husband, for 
the Grecians aduantage, and ruine of 
the Troyans . Prince Menelaus iuftly 
offended with Helen his wife ,percei- 
ued her accompanyed with ſo many 
graces, when ſhee came into his pre= 
ſence with Diophebns + as he durft do 
nothing againſt ſo rare a, beautie, but 
became cuen then to be more amou- 
rous,then he was before on the day of 


bis _— The = of Cleopatre, 
comming for tryall before arke An- 


ethenie 2: the " himſelfe % deony 
ſollicitour, 
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the daughter to a poore Shipmaiſter. 
e/Elianus rehearſeth, that on the Sea 
coaſtes of Liguria, certaine marine 
monſters haue beene ſcene, bearing 
ſome ſhewe of humaine ſhape : that 
would ſtand gazing an the countrye 
damoſels, as they went for water to 
the neighbouring Fountaines . Lyco- 
ſthenes,and after him Botſteau de Laus 
n4y,declareth, that a Triton was ſora. 


| uiſhed with the gracesof a countrye 


mayde, as hee forſooke the Sca, and 
followed ſo farre after her , that hee 
was taken by the Village-dwellers, 
wherevpon kee dyed afterwarde with 
ſorrowe; 

That part of the bedye , where this 
gracious iewell receiueth moſt ſplene« 
doure,is in the eye, the cheefe and 
principall piece of Natures woorkes 


_ manſhip, 


' In lyke manner dooth eLriſtotle 
call it, the: onely ornament of the 


| bodye : it is the meſſenger of the 


Soule ; and allo it is the Paynter 
EF 4 of 
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The defence 


of our affetions , and the faithful] 
ſpeaker of all our deſires, Hence is it, | 
8 that the eye of a woman is naturally I} 
UE fſoſweete: chatifall theſaltein Pee || 
$'1+ quay or Bronage might touch but one 
of the lids, it would immediatly con- 
uert into the purelt Suger, Homer and 
Pindarns had ſuch ſound knowledge 
of the eyes excellence,as for one word 
they firoue ro gine diuers epithites, 
and by one body, to make confidera- 
tion of all womens perfections, ſo to 
| be diſcerned a5 ina mirrour of Chii- 
itaY, It AD 
_ _AAlexanderthe Great,ſo well appre- 
hended the eyes of the Emperour of 
Periſiaes daughters his enemie , as af- 
cerward hee. would not ſo much as 
looke on them, fearing to loole his li- 
| berty inthe moſt happy. priſon of the 
world; wherypon he marryedone of 
them, to the end thar this legitcirhate 
alliance , might keepe him within the 
 boundes; of perpetuall modeſtic and 
| charitie, Oy 314 ; 'S) $- 4191 -<1 
+ £7 va AAaho- 
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| Maboret the ſecond, drewe ſuch 
admiration from the eye of an Arme- 
1141 woman {laue,as (in fauour of het) 
he cauſed himto bee hanged vp that 
had taken her : which made her to 
complaine of his crueltie, albeit he re» 
queſted not” any thing preiudiciall to 
herhonour. Selim, who was the very 
rudeſt enemie to Chriſtendome , ha» 
uing ſcene a young Damoſell in the: 
kingdome of Boſlena,named Iſina,be= 
camein ſuch ſortattached:as heſwore 
neuer totake any reſt, till he had con« 
quered the whole prouince , where a 
creature ſo rare and precious firſt re- 
ceiued life, Neuer did he kiſle bur her 
eyes onely, and afterward married her 
to Horraccio Barbaroſſa, the father to 


| the kings of Argrre. | 
| But hownow.? maynorIſceme foo-- 
liſh and indiſcreet (orrather vnwoor= 


thye of any fauour)in preſuming to: 
diſcourſe of things ſo little agreeing 
with my conceits, as that I dare bee 


ſeene in the gloriovs Theatre of (0 
9 a - faire 


. 
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T he defence 
faire reſplendance ? Oh pardon me, 
fayre eyes, for imagined, that there- 
fexion of ſo many graces as flowe 
| from you, as from the fource of glory 
and Maieſtie ; wou!d giue fuch orna- 
ment to my woords , as elle could not 
chooſe but want, and ſuch lyfeco my 
lines,as might make them immortal. 
It ſeemes that eeartiall was of my 
 minde, 


_ Tewreyer, the Well-ſprings of faire light, 
That chaſeth hence the ſable mpht 

Begetteth brightneſſe perfedlie, 

Where none( till then )had memorie. 


Uigo hath wricten in his practiſe of 
 medicine,that the cyes ofa dead may+ 
den arcof ſuch vertue,againſt charmes 
and enchauntments,as if one but Jaye 
the apple of the eye vnder, a Candlc« 
Nick of-Brafle ; immediatlie all viſi- 
ons and apparitions ſhall vaniſh away 
and not be leene, Many diſcaſes haut 
beene cured, by the very behoulding 
of Women that came to viſite the 
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parties. When the ayreand Sunne is 
obſcured from the Tartares, asit is a 
caſe that often befalles them : they 
teare foorth the eyes of ſame woman 
flauce, thereby to ouercome the firſt 
charmeof darkenefle,& ſo to haue the 
Sunne ſceneagpainein theyr Horizon, 
Ic is very true, that they neuer vſethis 
but on great neceſſities ,as when they 
ſceke er gaine, or when they haue 
loſt ſome battaile : and thence for- 
warde is that ſlaue made free , and: 
maintained at the charges of the come 
mon purſle, 2h 
The Perſians ſo mightily feared the 
praces hid in theyr womens eyes , as 
when any Lady or other ſhould come 
before their Iudges ; they would 
turnetheir backes, and not looke yp» 


On them. | | 
. When Philocus was reprochied by 


Demetrins., for his ouermuch follic ir- 
loouing Lartmia; he anſwered him:If 
thouthy ſelfe hadſt but once behelde 
hereyes, thou wouldſt chide me , w_ 

ays. 


T be de fence 1 


lay, I loue hernot ſufficiently. For this 
caule, the Jrahans will never ſuffer 
theyr wiues to go with their faces vn- 
 couered : ſo much they ſtand in feare, 
leaſt others ſhonld loue thenv better 
then they themſelues doe... Wherfore, 
euen as the braine- is the feate of the 
ſoule,and the throne of loue is placed 
mM a womanseye: {o.may wecall itthe 
bright burning beacon, or rather the 
perfect load-(iarre., to diretihe way, 
in the Sea of our- inconitant. hearts 
and cogitations: . By this. windowe 
did e Hars become amorous of Ve- 
"4s , according to:the teftimonie of 
Ouid. met 254; 


Mars /aw her and by fight increaft ſach fore, 
41 afterward gave light to gaine deſire, 


Why then heereby Imayconclude, 
chat euen as the Sunne” hath more 
lichtin his vnitie, then all the Carres 
in number haue together : ſo the 
yery eyeof a woman containes more 
13 mas 
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graces init, then is to bee found 'o? 
imagined. (I ſpeake yponſound know= 
ſedge Yin all mens perfe&ions: which 
(to write vprightly)couldneither bee 
gracious, curteous or ciuill, but onely: 
by theſociety of women, In this caſe 
I'may likewiſe ſay, that as the Opall. 
reprelents the 'colour of all precious 
(tones: 1o-a womans face; 'is-rhe true 
lively figure of all graces celeſtjalland 
humaine,and that God endued itonly 
with perfeCtions aboue all other crea« 
ares *; [ft *-- os Yo CLIN 
The goodly heauens might not 
compare with the ornament and gora- 
c:sof a woman, ifnature haqnotmade 
the of longer continuance: but by her 
death ſhe doth fo much the more en. 
rich their. beauty,encreaſing their fair- 
\ || nefle, innomeanemeaſure, andyetto 
| our vnſpeakeable lofſe. It is now high 
time ſhould ſpeake of beauty, the 
faithfull companion of all. thoſe gra- 
ces, which I place formoſt in the hye- 
rarchyof things that ſeeme to be, or 
are 
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. The defence 
are corpora!l , albcit the minde haue 
the greater partthereof, 
Bodily beauty is a continued pro- 
portion of the partes with their whole 
in perfect ſubſtance: This is thecome 
mon definition of ed only 


reſpectes the nature of the thing , and. 


not theaccidents, Plaroholdes, that 


beauty isan Idea of perfection, which 


we attrybute to the ſubicR that beſt 
lkethvs. T 


And hereupon, being demaunded 


what was the verie faireſt thing in the 


_ world : he anſwered, Loue, Now it 
1s moſt certaine, that this Loue is 2 


Woman; for as nothing tan burne but 
the fire, or that which. is. of fiery na« 
ture: ſocan wee lone nothing a 2 
woman , I meanc in this Theater of 
humaine affaires,cxcept we will build 
vp againe the wallcs of Sodows. Oh 


would.to God it pleaſed him, that 


_ ſome two orthree,who makea prac- 
tiſe of ſuch a horrible fin, yea, even to 


the great ſcandale of Fraunce, had ws 
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but imployed in this buſines, ( which 
eſpecially I vndertooke on {a grieuous 


ai occaſion: ) the kingdome could not. 


; then but bee much more flouriſhing, 
and the Wrath of God in leſſe mea- 
ſure follow vs. Well be it ſo then ,that 
beauty, onely appertaineth to.a wo- 
man,according as Anacreon teltifiethe. 


N atwre on Bulles did hornes beſtow, 

And tallents tothe Bredes ſhe gaze, 

Hoofes to the horſe, and well ws know 
Swiftnes to Hare: their leues to ſaue, | 
Fiſhes ſhe made glide through the flreame, 
Teeth to the Lyon w.14 her pift: 

But 4: for man,htthapextreame, 

W as to be witleſſe,Gorrde of thrift. 

When woman ceme,then did ſhe roy, 

Ind gaue ſuch beauty to ber face: 

As world: of hearts it /houlddeftroy, j 
And no power elſe have greater graces 


Yet. am not I of the yulgares opi- 
nion,who ſubieQbeauty to ſome cere 
taine rules, which cannot ſupport the 
faire in any ſubie&, without dooing 


niurye to a Myllion. of beautyes, 


| | 
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rare and extradrd inaty,who neuerthe. 
lefle , have manytimes none ofthoſe 
curious notes of antiquity: for a little 
woman may be faire: alow forchead 
may be {0 too:a black hayrde woman, 
mouth ſomewhat large, and other | 
ſuch like parts , leſſe ro be wondered 
at then Apelles Yenns, in whome it 
Was layd nothing tobee _— For 


Beauty beff we kearky to know, 
| By lookes not oxer 7 wift nor ſow: 


And when behauwur doth agree, 
The body flraight well (hapt to ſee. 


But tellme,will not you udge the 
woman to bee moſie fayre., that 
writte to her Louer in thys man- 
nerf 


My Lowe, T am 4 little blacke, 
But fay that 1 were much more blacke. 
" Mine eyes browne, my face ts ie browne, 


Ldrnit my necke aud brefts myre browne, os 
My hare and im all black tote, (i 
Sawing my teeth of ms. wt 
TInwirened with 4 curra fence, & 


| Which breath, more ſmeet thew 0c” bay. 
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T hat might delight bath Goals and men, 
Much more thy ſelte,what [arft thaw then? 
Muſt [ for this my lowely browne, 
Hawe my Lowe ow me't0 frowne? 
. Mrewor mine eye1 a4piereius till, 
And gble Marble bearts 1a kiil? 
Or canmy Lawe beere the leſſe, 
My minde being made of gentleneſſe? 
4 by mghs ;s duchie;ſabile bracke, 
Tet no beauti:us farres doe lecke; 
When the Moone with flaer laght, 
Gallaps threwgb the thicke fiuc'd nights 
Venus darh "wn n1ghts browne Log 
The darkeſt nookes are her ſafe bowers, 
Thickets and Forreſtes moff obſcure. 
| Teawherenehaunthath beers vre, 
|  Thither doth ſhe moſt repayre, 
|  Saoner then to.2 garden faure: 
' Theze maybe [eene the linety ſparks, 
That beſt diſcerned in the darker ' 
. Theballihat ina bright blickeeye, 
Shines lzhe 4 Metgor mthe chie. 
There bjowne and faire are both as one, 
When two ſweet ſoules are {o alone: 
Tell me then( Lowe )im ſuch a night, 


| 1 wa, rhew not —_ the browneſt white? 


| Inceuth,, 4 itis not lawfull for any 
| vpright iudgement to perſwade it 


5 that beauty hath any perticuler 
Ny colour, 


*. ? | 
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colour,a proportion definite,ora grace | 
imaginary: for nature wa ſoueraigne | 
worke-miſtrefle of all beauties , hath | 
made an Ethiopian or Moore perfect. | 
ly blacke, tobe as faire as the whitelt | 
in our Europe. And thereaſon is, as | 
Axmuicen affirmeth , becauſe ſhe would Je 
haue no monſter in nature , but the J1 


yery thing that her fclt ſhould abhor: [ 


for to ſee a.dogge with fixe feete, a Þt 
calfe with two heades, a man of two Jc 
_ natures,or a woman with two ſplencs: Jr 
this is no monſtrouſnes, but rather an JI 
excellence of the firſt heate , whych Jh 
would build vp many thinges in.that Jn 
moode; but often. times ſets downe 
her. reſt ypon one, and yer at ſome | 
other time falles to plurality. - | 
Monſters then are framed of | 
thinges diſſemblable totheyr kinde, ] 
and iometimes in the imagination, or I" 
a depraued appetite, which cuer more | 
iscontrary tonature. Empedecles ſaith 
thusthereof - Ws 
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The monſter takes origina!l, 
From ſeeds of quite contrary kinde; 


To that it ſhould agree withall, 
When planting bf did fende, 


| Imaywellſay, with a million of our 
| elders, that there is fixe and thirty ſe« 
Juerall beauties in one woman , and 
hardly any onein.a man: for he is the 
Jtrucanotomy of natures imperfeQis. 
Jon, yea,the very Image'of her weake 
Incſle,as awoman w_ iuſtly cearme 

e mirrour of 


1 Jher ſelfe , the petfe 

1 Jher vertues : whereof Plutarch was 
t Jnot ignorant whea he ſaid, 

. 

87 if natare wiſh her ſelfe to ſee, 

| | A woman then her gaſſe may be . 

, | Propertins. was of the ſame opi» 
2 nion, 

« 1: women not 4 miracle? 

| MerSoice 4 perfetdt oracle? 

| N ay, is ſhe not a deity, 


| 2 Geautyof ſuch many? 


ET me > + 


T he defence 
Men being naturally compoſed of | 
all corruption take no delight but in | 
deſſimulation. The reaſons, becauſe 
Loue and Yenus withdrawing once | 
from mens affembly , knowing the | 
mallice which dayly frequentedthem: Þ 
left them euen ſo to their fraudulent | 
complcxions,and gaue them the gift | 
to be fingulerin deceiving , The res | 
portof eAnacreen teltifies as much. 


PS 
 Behelde the Dolphins haw theyplay, |- 
 andontherr (wer finmes connueys 
Lowe and Venus naked both, | 
To fhield them from the great Gntrath 


Of men moſt flattering and Gnirue, 


 Terftulldeceite falſe heartspurſue. 


Although a woman were indued with 

_ anyother perfection, then being beau- 
_ rifull, or admit ſhe had but this orna« | 
ment only : yet that alone may exalt_ 
heraboue all men, who neither are 
faire, well fauouredor good , nor in- 
dced (to ſpeakethe truth) can they a- 
ny way be capable of apprehending 
thc theſe 
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| theſe qualifjes,they are in ſuch plenty 
| beſtowed vpon women . The hol 
{ ſcripture holds womanhood in fuck 
| account;asit teacheth vs,that nothing 
| can ſooner pur ſadneſſe from afflited 
| mindes, thenthe fight ofa good wo- 
man : euen as one ſhould ſay,for a ce- 
| Ictiall remedy, becauſea husband can 


indeede haue greater comfort in his 


cares, The Prophet Dawid, cuen in 


the coldeſt winter of his age , hoped 


for ſuch conſolation by beautie , as he 
| made choiſe thereof, and age indeed 
| can haue no better corahue. 
| T mens,Sticillanusrehearietha mare. 
{ uailous hiſtoric,ofa Shepheardeſle of 
| Africa, who inthe daics chicfeſt Jeate, 
| caſting off her garmentes , that ſhee 
' | mightbathin theriuer well ſhadowed 
' | from the Sunne: a Lyon comming 


that way,for the ſpace of three houres 
ſtood gazing vpon her, and ſeemed 
as ſurprized with exceeding contente 
ment. | 

The poore Virgin was in w_—_ 


_ _— 
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 fullfeare, and durſt not.come to her 

© <loathes, leaſt the Lyon ſhould de. 

| -uourher: but growing to better cou. | 
rage inthe end, hearing the noyle of | 
certaine Cammell drivers not farre ' 
off: betooke her ſelfe to flight, naked | 
asſhe was, not taking ſo much as her 
ſmocke with her; which the Lyon 
getting vp in his teeth, folowed with. | 
al,andIaidit mildely at her feer,fetch. | 

ing afterward allher other garments, 
andthen as making a ſfigne of obcy- | 
ſance,lefther andreturnedamong the | 

| woodes, to her no lictle ioy, finding 
ſuch ſcruice in ſo vnaccuſtomed a los | 
uer, Admerus wife was ot ſuch admis | 
rable beauty, asthe Swannes of Mes. / 
anderwould leaue the riuer to follow | 
her, and pearch many times ypon her | 
ſhoulders, A matter very ſtrange, the | 
like neuerhapningto any man what- | 
ſocuer : as alſo the inconuenience of | 
her death, onely for dcliueraunce of | 
Her husband , hath more note of | 


honour , piety a 


Ww—_s yy, kay es OY Wi EEE Eu era, CE OTE 


my e__ == = oY wo wo 


[h 


wo Soon: Das Bow Bhs, es She Oe 


of womens vertues, 60 


{the men in the worldcan brag of any 
Irertue , in thoſe thinges which moſte 
Jmay make for their aduantage. For 
Thee ſacrificed her ſelfe willingly , to 
Iredeeme her husbandes life , which 
Ikflened euery day by mortall Iangour 
of an vicer,that poured foorth more 
Jloarhſome and filthy ttench,then Au« 
{res ſable ( clenſed by Hercules ) 
could compare withall . All which 
notwithſtanding, he no ſooner ſlepr, 
Jbut ſhee ſucke foorth the venome, 
Ipaying the ranſome for him , who 
Jcould not elſe liue, but by lofſe of her 
ile, |: _ 


Cambles the Prince of Sardys,be- 


Jing one day drunke , would needes 
Jkill his houſholde ſeruants, 2nd pro- 
Jceeding fo farre in this rude deter«® 
mination , as heehad compaſſed the 
flue of his mercilefle rage , eyther 
dy fire , ſwoord, or | al other 
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preſented her ſelfe before him, and 
| ſweetly taking him by the hand, made 
him on a ſodaine become ſotractable, 
. and notoonely he defiſted from further 
aſſayling -them , . butforgot hkewile 
that hee had beene 1n any ſuch fury, 
ſubmitting himſelf mildely and gent- 
ly to her, both being thus recouered of 
his drunkennes and fury, 

Womens beauty then is aboue all 
elſe moſt maruellous : It is the exccle 
lencie of the Diuine workemanſhip, 

_ orrather the chiefeltthing of hishea« 
ucnly labour: Iris the mode]l , not 
onely of thinges that beautifie the 

world, but the very eſpeciall of all 
formes : Itis the table of rhe celefii- 
all powers: the gadge of natures alli- f 

' ance with the world ,and the onelic 
mitrour of perfect Ideaes: briefly, itis 
that which I cannot worthily enough 

admire, and therefore ain the more 
ynable to deſcribe. 

The man that will enter bur into 
conliderationthercof ſhall in that one 
OE ON | booke 
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1 | book read all perfetions whatſoeuer, © 


and cenſuring ofthem by this little,or 
» | rather no part thereof at all : will-yn« 
faincdly confeſſe , that the' body of a 
© | woman is a true Temple,and herſoule 
» | the very imageof God,or figureof his 
- I bicſling. ME 
He will ſay,himfelfe is made bur of 
ſlime and dung, whereas woman was 
l I formedof a matter otherwiſe prepa« 
* I red, finiſhed inahappy and wel orde- 
» | red ſubſtance, with all qualities be= 
* {| ſceming a molt perfeA creation, Hee 
t I will likewiſe confeſſe;, that womaa 
e I was giuen himfor his eternall good, 
ll J and the houſe is not blefled where ſhe 
- | wanteth, 
«1 Byheris this huge maſſe ſubliſted, 
e {comon weales made immortal,citties 
s fpcopled,Realmes ſtrengthened, Kings 
b Jafſured,and ſubiefts maintained. By 
e Fer itis,that weliue againe in our chile 
dren, poſterity haue knowledge of vs, 
0 fand our memory is continued. Ir is 


e JÞy her, that weremember our houſes, 
I _—_— and 
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 andreſpe our families . By her wee | 
| learneto growe heedfull,ſhe makes vs | 
quick and ready,ſhe ripensour lawfull | 
actions,and drawes vsfrom the world |} 
toliue in her company : asin a {choole | 
of pictic,modeſtic, andiuſt apprehen- | 
 honof following accidents, wherein 
{cl{c) we ſhould bur little diffet from | 
bruice beaſts , It was ſhee that had her | 
birthe in the terreftriall Paradiſe, and | 
not man. Laſt of all,ſhe is our meanes | 
of comfort to God the Father, the 
_ Cauſeof his bleflings to vs in this life, 
 andbyherweare made ſure of 

__ all happineſſe iathe 

; life Fo COME, 


FINIS, 


| 


£2 
[*An other defence of 
womens vertues, written 
by an Honorable perſonage, 


of great reckoning in Fraunce,and 
therefore thought meete to 

be ioyaed with thefor- 

Wy: _ merdifcourte. 
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; That a V Vomans excellence 
is much greater then 

0 gre | 

a mans. 


Any things brought 
| foorth by Nature,are 
YN [4 oft times made but 
i ſlender account of, 
[through want of dili- 
== /pent knowledge , as 
alſo ſearche into the excellencie of 
them: whichbeing a matter vulgare 
andcommon , caryeth the leſſeprice 
and cſtimation with eueryone, 
SA Sq Omit- 


The defence 
Omitting other circumſtances” I 
whoſe number might grow well neer | 
infinite,I find the rare and ynualuable 
vertues of women too much neglec. 
ted, and their worth not lookt into 
as their merites juſtly challenge : but 
though ſome (through ouermuch fa. 
miliarity) haue bin bolder with them 
thenbeſcemed: yet let me thus farre 
ftand in their defence , that whoſoe- 
uer) with ynpartiall iudgement ) will 
but ſee into their excellencies , ſhall 
finde themto be ofno meane eſteem, | 
but will give theta more right then | 
hitherto they hauc done, | 
Andmethinkes , their detractours | 
 ſayingsarenotreceiueable,alleadging 
a bed- role of faultes found in their 
ſexe; which yer ( by their owne con 
 feſhon)are notſo marke- able as thoſe 
In men: for admitte they haue fome 
fewe, and thoſe but pritty little ones, 
Jet men butlay their handes- on theyr 
harts, ranſacke their muddythoughts, 
and continuall bad cogitations, | ae 
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1 ſhall perceiue, that womens ſingula- 
1 rityes both in minde and body, 4 far 
1] outgo whatſocuer perfections in men; 
1 whom yetIwill grauntto go beyond 
1 women in frailry,. Andtoreſolueyee 
1 h-rein,I rake my firſt proofe from the 
] womans firl{ forming, who was not 
1 made ofany yncleane, loathſome or 
] baſe matter, as the body of man was: 
| buteucnof his purity-and moſt refined: 
part, as may appeare by herface , rc. 
preſenting a very ſweet and gracious. 
complexion, without anyouely haires 
1 diſfguriog,which ſufficiently declares 
herto þe the only piece of worke,cx. 
tracted from the fountaine of al excel- 
ling beauty. 5 

Befide, the exquiſite proportion of 
ſweet feminine bodies, is much more 
rarecompoled then thoſe of men are, 
by judgement of the very beſt may- 
ters in depth ofskill : not making de« 
niall ofany one part, bur that all doe: 
aboundantly expreſle the true celeſti« 
all meaſures. / reed Pets 
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Tbe defence 
- What ſhall: I fay of their finguler 
ſpirit, which ordinarily ſhewes it ſelfe 
moſtconftantin aduerſttic , moſt gra- 
tious and fauourable in felicitie, and 
farre beyond all abilitie remaining in 
men ? How often times (if the aunci- 
ent and moderne hiſtories are of any 
tructh) haue they beene the cauſe of 
excceding victories ? How manye 
times hauc they couragiouſly refilted 
againſt the troopes and feeble ſqua» 
drons of mens vertucs, whome they 
haue not only ouerthrowen, and bro- 
ken their diflejgnes,but likewiſe com- 
pelled moſt ſhamfully co 17. 1d. any 
is he thatcan produce the Captaine of 
any nation, who in valour , proweſle 
and councell , might be equalled with 
the victorious /olſcian Queene Camsl« 
la, or the magnanimous Penibeſulea? 
what dilligence or ſapacitie ſo admi- 
Table, can yee prcduce to compare 
With that of. Semiramis ? was euer any 
vertue ſpoken of, to bee noted in truer 
ſhape, then in Zenobir,Ualaſea, and 
- | many 
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many other famous Ladyes of elder 
times, ſoroyally flouriſhing in all ex« 
cellencies and perteRions whatſo= 
cuer ? Name but one that ſurmounted 
them(or to ſpeake more properly)that 
was not(indeede) greatly inferiour to 
them in fidelitie and confſtancie. 

For mine owne parte, I haue tur- 
ned ouer and ouer the leaues of His+ 


Nories, as well-of my natiue, as of 


moſt languages beſide , and I haue 
obſerued them with the greateſt care 
I-could: yer finde I not in them any 
examples of more weightie and iflu« 
Nate vertues, then thoſe which by 
Ladyes haue been taught at all times, 
How many of them { to maintaine 
theyr intire faith & feruent loue) haue 
oppoſed thelſelues againſt a thouſand 
dangers of wars: andneuer were their 
frendsorel(teemed thruſt into exile, but 
(with infinit greefes)the y haue gladly 
changed both name and habit , onely 
through pureafftection borne to their 
husbands, beloued by the more dearly 

G 4 then 
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_ then life, & more honored then ought 
els could be by them. | 
© As forhumanity. and curteſie, yee 
ſhall not finde any manequaltothem, : 
Yeare not able to comprehend the 
number ofnoble Dames, who for re- 
lecfe of hoſpitals, ayde of poore beg- 
gers, building of Churches, founding | 
of Chappels,and redemption of pry-\, | 
{oners, haue employedand conſumed 
al their temporal goods,preferringthe | 
honour of God and care of Chriſtians, 
| before baſe loue 'to ſich corruptible 
traſh,. Yea, they haue done this with 
ſuch affeion and zeals,. as (let men 
rake it how they will)I neuer heard of 
any man, how noble or yaliant ſocuer 
hee was : that euer did but halfe ſo 
much , as a woman hath bin knowen 
in his time to haue done, being more 
renowned and honored therfore, then 
| he with all his beſt attemptes could 
compaſle, 
What thinke yee ofthe noble wo- 
mans minde, that deignedto receiue 
7 3 all 
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» | altheRomainehoaſtin her own lands 
1 with ſo great and bounrifull liberality 
beſide, as the memory thereof conti- 

\ | nuestothispreſent day? Why ſhould. 
{ we forget the noble and kinde diſpo- 
ſition of Phryne, who offered to build 
| againe the whole compaſle of Thebes 
1 walles? without demaunding any 0+ 

\ } therrecompence of the Cirtizens, but 

| {| onelyto ſhewher ſo much fauour, as 
| hername (for memories ſake ) might 
{ be engrauen onthe building : thinke 
what manner of Citty Thebes was , 

1 that contained an hundred ſeuerall 

{ gates in the circuite thereof. 
 IUtctanumberpaſſe mypen, whoſe 
memory and fame are of juch ample 

1 record, as there are-none'of ſo meane - 
DO but doe yery well remem- 

{ ber. 

As good T abithe , whoſe charitye 
was reputed {o great and memorable, 
that for.qhe preſent reliefe of poore 
afflicted Widdowes, fuccour of Or- 
phanes and needy ſoules, ſhe: icantly: 
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left toſerucher owne weake neceſli- 
ties 21 di eo - | 

Such charitie was neuer heardof in, | 
any man,and therefore the more wor- | 
thye to. live for ever... The like hath 
becne dooneby divers other. women, | 
_ ſufficientlye 'to bee knowne- by ob. 

ſerued writings ; which are ordina- ' 
rilye read in manye places of the. | 
world, | > | 
But to anſwere certaine greeuous | 
obieQions , which womens 2duerſa- | 
ries hauc fal{cly alleadged, as hoping 
that way to ouerthrowe womens ho- | 
nour; albeit thoſe points(asI have al- | 
readic approoued ) makes nothing at 
all againſt their excellence , which | 
 farre ſurmoanteth. all- the flaunders | 
invented againſt them,:' Neuerthes | 
lefle; to ſhewe I am not vuprouided | 
of an anſwer, I will euidemtlie make 
it knowne,, that the frailzies againſt 
Women affirmed , are much, more 
great and notorious in men then wo- 


men ,. Which prooues them ſo much 
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» | the.rather go nw then any waye 
1 ſubicR orinferiourto men. # 
1 | One ſayth;thar for money(which is 
- | avileandſcruile thing)they ſomtimes 
1 | part with that, which they oughtto 
1] cſteeme dearer then their proper hues. 
- | Nowe lct ys regarde, whether this 
- | prompritude be cauſed by the ſweets 
: {| nefſeof their noble blood and afﬀfec« 
{| tion: or rather the kinde gentleneſſe 
; { of their hearts, which makes then. 
1 ycelde ſo cafily tothe intreats of their 
faqourites, But goe we a little further 
on, and then we ſhall finde, that this i 
faulte ought rather to be imputed ro Y) 
the troubleſome opportunities of 
men, theyr laſciuious cye-glaunces, 
theyrambuſhes, threats and deeeipts, | 
which daily(withour any'care of conf- | 
cience) they practiſe and procure a- ; 
| 


gainſt fo noble aſex, As for my ſelfe, 
I neuer heard or knew ,that any: wo- 
man voluntarily gaue her ſelfe to a 
man, without his traynes and craftic- 


lollicitings y{ed before» 
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T be defence 
But I haue euermorg well noted, | 
In ſuch as laboured moſt to dere 
_ them,firſt, a ſhew of long ſervice, vr- | 
ged on with feigned and diſſembled 
reares , intermingled with a million 
of counterfeit fakes , befide infinice 
ingenious tromperics , which men 
 haue at commaund to attend vppon 
them. | 
 Moreouer, I haue fometimes obſer - 
ucd, that when by all theſe meanes 

. they could not attaine their purpoſe: 
they haue ſought by violence to.com- 
path ic , furthering their attemprs by 
hatefull creafons, or the preſent villa-. 
nie of ſome ſubti!] ſeruant, whome.- 

- ſuch maiſtcrs are woanme tb recoms.. 
penceyery largely, for ſuch an honeſt 
and ſeruiceable peice. of worke, 

Sec to what kindes of excellencic,, 

_ the mindes of men aredaylyaddited,.. 
and yertthey will be Lordes and con- 
troullers ouer women,when baſeſt in«. 
famie dooth thus commaund ouer 

__ themſclues, Truely, the conceipts of 
; q WO women 


EE EEE EEE 


96 040 BR EGAN 


of womens vertues.. 67 


women are faxreotherwile-, and ( if it 
be true that . Aritorle ſaith). that the.: 
parties compoſed. of moſt noble and : 
delicatefleſh, are of a higher and bet». 
ter ſpirite-then the other : then none-: 
are ſo ſimple to:doubr,but the fleſh of - 
womenis-much more ſoft and tender, . 
then mens: da wee noc likewiſe be 
holde by experience , thatin all in- 
gcnious inventions, their ſpirits'doe | 
exceede the greateſt ' eminence of | 
mens et - | 
Looke in the catalogue of inuen< 
ters of chings, if they haue not beene.. 
the inuentreſſes of. many excellent . 
and incomparable woorkes': eſpeci- 
ally of good letters, which atthis day - 
make -men ſeeme ſo-rare and excel- 
Jent.Why then this ſeruesto fhew yee, . 
that even. as men are borne ofthem : 
{olikewiſe-are the ſciences which we.. 
_ Call humaine, For proofe heereof, the 
yertuous Lady Carmerta firit ofa!l in» - 
vented them, by meanes whereof it . 
happened, that the. sKkiltull Leontia, 
7, ns 


— 


mit 
The de fence 


confuted and woone' (*by reaſon in 
diſputation )the vitorie ouer learned 
T beophraſtas., Saeppho invented the 
verſes, which (after her name) are cal- 


| Jed Sapphicks ; and had great contens 


tion with many excettent Poets in 


| her time, confuting all'of them in the 


end, asthe lyke (not without hngu- 


ter praiſe)did faire Corinne. 


If wee would ſpeake of our time, 
where is the Italian Poet fo hardie, 
and ſo ſurein his compoſition, asto 
compare with the Ladye Marqueſſc 
of Peſcara,or Veronica of Gambara, or | 
gentle-Armills Angoſciole ? In Spane | 
and Germante yee ſhall finde whole | 


Legions , that kept Schoctes of 3'l 


_ Seiences , efpeciallye of good lan- 


guage, and purelt writing, excelling | 
the very skilfulleſt men inthoſe coun- 
tries, 

_ How mapy is there inthe Courte 


_ of Frannce, whom the learnedft inthe | 


land (Iſay-not in diwinitie } but in hu- 
maine ſTiences, dare not deale with- 
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all or contradit ? Andas for them in 
] Citties, we may rememberthe {weete: 
1] Gcatlewoman Elſena, HHordlla, Ro- 
] bertee the Bayliveſſe of Touraine,. 
young fayre Moyfailt , belide infinite. 
others whom [I leaue, able to in(truct 
a right goodiecretary,how sKkiltull (0+: 
cyer he be , tocouche in writing any; 
caſe of inuention, be iteyther inrime. 
or proſe. As for recluſe women, molt 
certain is it,that neither Valeria Proba,. 
nor Paula,nor Euſtochiums , who lived 
{| inthe time of S, Hirrom,excelledrhem 
{ thatnowareatthis preſent daye, For 
breuities ſake I am conſirained to let 
1 them paſle, becauſe their ſingularitie: 
1- ſhall the more commend them, by. 
ſuch workes as ſhall make them 1:uc. 
perpetually renowmed : yet therein 
they begge not applauſe as men baſe» 
lie doo , who will not be alittle offen« 
ded, if men reporte not of them to. 
the vttermolt,. | 


- The defence: 


recitall-, divers noble and ingenious 


women more: were it. not, 'that euven ' 


as Heſiodus and Plutarch , haue large- 


ly written their yertues of clder time :\. 
ſo for our moderne 'dames , Maifler 
John Boceace and others haue honeſtly. 
diſcharged their conſciences , ſothat 


' no further proofeneede to be produ- 
cedinthis place, = 

If ycewill vrge me toconfirme this 
caſe; by cxtraordinarie priuiledges 


further thentheold Teſtament, where 
God commaunded Abraham, that he 
ſhould doo what his good wife Sar4 
willedhim.. Moreouer we finde, that 


our Sauiour ( after his holy reſurreRi- 


on} did firftof all appeare to women, 
Mereurins Triſmegiſius,who(of men) 


wootthily may be tcarined excellent, 
knowing the merucilous perfeRions - 
and yertues of women ; left written in - | 


his bookes, that the man who had not 
a wife,oughteſpecially ro beauoyded, 


- conlidering, that gom the yoman (as 
BEE" Com. 


raunted to women : I neede goe no | 
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1 from a moſt aboundant fountayne,) 
1 flowed all-gifts of bountie and good- 
1 nefie: and the houſes where no woe 
I men were,ought to bee eſteemed as 
vaſt Deſerts,or yntilled lands. 
Whereis true pollicie, if not ina- 
houſholde ? where is perfe&thoneſtie; 
1 if not where wornen are? Saint Paxl,. 
1 inhis Epiſtle tothe Hebrews, when he. 
| would produce the example of pco-« 
1 ples faithfulnefle , to bee kept and ob- 
1 ſerued betweene each other : did hee 
not alledge that of Rahab?But becauſe 
| itis a commonmatterinthe moſt pare 
1 ofmen,to obic@againſt women, that 
| they are of weake courage, and ſo 
{| conſequently, very niggardly and co« 
| uctous : I would demaund of them, 
{ werenot women in auncient time cal- 
kd Dames, becauſe of their readineſſe 
| and franckncfle in giuing > I hauenor 
| ſo many hayres on my head, as I haue 
knowne honeſt women , not onely 
{ prompt to giue moſt courteous and 
amiable preſents ; but withall,to offer 
' He ſuch 


=Y 


— — — —— — — — 
| | 
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fuch a zealous heart and affeRion,, as | 
witneſſed they could never bee ſuf. | 
ficientlie requited againe : yet doone | 


| without expecting publique glorye | 


LY 


= 


and applauſe, as men doo, who are | 
ambitious and couetous of vayne re- 


% 


a 


| 
J! 
; 
1 
Secing women then haue ſhowne |} 
_ themſclues- ſo: vertnous 'and excel- || | 
tenr,, it may bee thought a: matter £ 
not without great reaſon-, that the || ; 
yertuons Grecians retayned Wo. | 
mens names among them, and not | | 
mens : as well knowing by theyr Jy 
firſt detracters , that Women. were | t 
finguler freendes. to honour and yer+- | þ 
tue, FM ; y 
I could (tothisefteR)alleadge in- | 
finite other reaſons and examples,for || { 
confirmation of Womens excellen« | « 
cie: but becauſe | haue referred yee 
to-Hiltorjes, I will giuegnde tothis | tc 
welt-imployed labour, 'Yet let mee pl 
firſt intreare 409 , to:make reuerend || q, 


regarde of that you ſhall. finde in 
RR approo\ 


! 
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| {| 2pprooued good Authours: which if 
- || yee doo, the height and dignitie of 
? {| women will be ſo ingrauen in your 
* { mindes, as no malignitie whatſocuer 
{| can preuayle againſt them , and your 
* {| ſelues will truly confeſſes, that themolt 
1 1candeuiſe to write, can neuter reache. | 
{to the leaſt part of theyr eſpecial} de» 
ſeruing' vertues, and moſt excellent 
1 graces wherewith they are decked 
' J andadorned. bg 

{| And this I can afſure yee beſide, 
| that the moſt parte of excellent and 

I vertuqus men , haue ateribured all 

{rytles of honour to Women, daylye 

{| becomming-theyr ſeruantes in hart, 

yea,cuen humble jn proſiration (as ir 
were ) to adpre them-, as if in ſome 

| ſorte they tooke parte withthe high- 

| clt divinitie, 

1 Thenlct vs not fayle hencefoorth, 

J to looue them hartilye , by cxame 
ple of our wiſe and | difcreete el- 
ders, yeelding our ſclucs voluntarily-_ 

« as: 
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as fabie to them : never regarding. 
yenemous ſpightfull rongues , that 
- havenot ſparedto ſpeaketheir - 
_ vitermoſt againft 
them, 


wprinted at Londonby 
++ his ſhopin Popes head Alley, 
_ neere vntothe Ex» 


change. . 
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